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Message from Adrian Gore

T

he King David schools are one of
the cornerstones of our
Johannesburg Jewish community.
Today, the majority of Jewish children
in Johannesburg attend these
schools. They produce excellent
graduates, and continue to prepare
our children for an increasingly
competitive world. With this in mind,
we need to continue to build brilliant
institutions that stand our
community in good stead over time.
Globally, building great institutions relies on philanthropy –
citizens can no longer rely on governments to provide more
than the base requirements. Take Harvard as an icon of
academic and institutional excellence – a mere 20% of if its
revenues are student fee based, the balance being derived from
donations. Furthermore, the current financial turmoil and
growing inequality has highlighted the importance of
philanthropy. As Jews, we know that it is our role to give back,
and philanthropy targeted at education is a powerful
mechanism to invest in new generations of innovators, leaders
and enterprising individuals. Giving back is part of what spurs
greatness.
The KDSF is a critical tool for us to achieve our ambitions. By the
end of June, the Foundation had raised R103 million in
commitments – an impressive increase of 30% year on year with R66 million received. The majority of this funding comes
from local donors. This is a heartening sign of our collective
confidence in ensuring our schools' sustainability and
longevity. All credit must go to Raelene Tradonsky and Elliot
Wolf for this sterling effort.

Chairman of the KDSF

The launch of the Tiers Campaign in Q3 of last year provided a great boost to
our fundraising. We now have 119 Crowned donors, 10% of whom have
individually given in excess of R2,5 million.
I am personally very grateful to all our donors for their generosity and belief
in the centrality of excellence in Jewish education.
A portion of the monies raised remains in our Endowment Fund: the aim is
to increase this to a minimum of R100 million, and to use the additional
funds raised per annum on capital projects and subsidies. The percentage
of funds attributed to projects as opposed to subsidies is determined in
consultation with the SABJE Board.
Capital projects which will continue to be funded over the forthcoming year
include the rebuilding of the King David Linksfield Pre Primary School; an
additional four classrooms for King David Sandton; a new sports pavilion
and cultural centre at King David Linksfield Senior Primary; the
refurbishment of King David Victory Park student bathrooms; and the
refurbishment of King David Linksfield Primary tennis courts.
The Foundation continues to drive community connection, with a focused
agenda on amongst others, donors and alumni. Events in the last six
months include the Tiers dinner (an opportunity to thank and pay tribute to
our large donors); the Samantha Brest Endowment Fund Brunch (to raise
much needed funds for matric dance outfits); and a Dynamic Davidian
Breakfast showcasing Professor Bonita Meyersfeld, director of the Centre
for Applied Legal Studies and an associate professor of law at the University
of Witwatersrand.
I continue to believe passionately in the role of excellent education as
pivotal to changing the trajectory of individuals. Through our collective
generosity, we can ensure that our children reach their potential, and our
community thrives and prospers in the long-term.

Adrian Gore
Chairman of KDSF

Message from Rabbi Kacev

T

here is no doubt that
one is able to think
more broadly and push
further when one knows
that they are supported
by others. Research
suggests that when
running up a hill in a
group it is perceived to be
less steep than when one
runs up it alone.
The King David Schools are truly moving into a different
mind-set: from one of limitation and wishful thinking
to one with set developmental goals and short to
medium term projects. All of this being made possible
by the phenomenal strides that the Foundation has
made over the past 3 years.

General Director of the SABJE

Funding has led to ongoing Capex
projects and the schools are getting
some long-overdue refurbishments.
Plans are underway for investment in
staff, future leadership and a variety
of other initiatives for our most
critical asset – our people. In the end
our current and future students will
be the recipients of our donor
community's generosity, and World
Jewry will feel the change for years to
come.
Thank you to Elliot Wolf and Raelene
Tradonsky and the KDSF team for
their tireless effort. Thank you to our
donor community for your support,
encouragement and generosity.
Rabbi Craig Kacev
General Director of the SABJE

Message from Elliot & Raelene

W

Elliot Wolf

hen the Dor le Dor
Campaign was
launched in March 2011,
we set as our target the
raising of R100 million, a
figure which seemed at
the time a distant ideal,
but nevertheless an
essential target. It is with
great pride that we can
report that two years later
what seemed an elusive
fantasy has been
translated into reality.

This has been achieved through the
overwhelming generosity of our donors,
both local and abroad, with commitments to
the KDSF now in excess of R100 million,
divided between donations to swell the
Endowment Fund and donations for specific
projects, formulated by the SA Board of
Jewish Education in consultation with the
various school principals.
Undoubtedly, our newly-launched Tiered
Crown initiative has given added impetus to
our fundraising for the Dor le Dor Campaign.
With the support of the trustees, we devised
a project that would publicly acknowledge
and honour our indebtedness to our
generous donors, who, in keeping with royal
name of our schools, are “crowned” in the
designated tiers, setting an example that we
hope will act as an incentive for others to

follow. We are pleased to report that this new
initiative has been for the most part very well
received, and has produced very promising
results.
Our fundraising efforts continue to be directed
overseas as well as locally. We have established
good partnerships with many overseas alumni,
with a short visit to Israel as the most recent of
our trips, and we strive to foster these
relationships in one-on-one meetings and
general reunions.

Directors of the KDSF
This has proved
very successful,
and we are
pleased that we
have found a
way of soliciting
support from a
broader base of
contributors.

Raelene Tradonsky
High school reunions are always nostalgic
events for our alumni and prove successful
both as fundraisers and as public relations
exercises.
We are so often amazed and
delighted by the contributions that our alumni
have made on their societies worldwide, and
are made so proud by their acknowledgement
of the part that King David Schools have played
as the “launch pad” to their success.
On the subject of reunions, 2014 marks the
50th anniversary of the founding of King David
High School Victory Park, and we are organising
a mega-reunion to celebrate this historic event.
Conscious of the fact that many of our loyal
alumni are not in a position to make large
donations, PRO RAIZ, an outsourced callcentre, has continued with their efforts to
phone alumni to encourage monthly debit
orders or once-off payments of smaller
amounts.

Finally, our Outreach Programme,
with all our King David Schools
involved in a partnership with a
disadvantaged school, continues to
add another dimension to our
fundraising efforts and to offer our
students the opportunity to
transcend the differences in socioeconomic, religious and cultural
backgrounds.
We look forward to the ongoing
success of the King David Schools'
Foundation and our Dor le Dor
Campaign to ensure a sustainable
future for the King David Schools
and to maintain the worldwide
standards of excellence for which
our schools are renowned.

The Foundation Team

Raelene
Tradonsky

Elliot
Wolf

M

r Elliot Wolf's served as
principal of King David High
Linksfield for 28 years. During his
tenure Elliot helped to build the
Jewish community in South Africa by
creating and maintaining an
environment of educational
excellence. He was responsible for
nurturing many students and
thereby helping them to become the
highly successful individuals they
are today. Shortly after his
retirement in 2001, he joined the
King David Schools' Foundation as
our Executive Director. In his
position as Executive Director he has
personally sourced donors and
raised funds to offer many deserving
Jewish children an education at a
King David school. This has given
children from financially
disadvantaged homes exposure to a
stimulating academic environment
and a strong Jewish identity and
awareness. Mr Wolf has also
developed and implemented varied
programmes for the Outreach
project of all the King David schools.

R

aelene matriculated from
King David Linksfield in 1984.
She then went on to qualify as a
Chartered Accountant. After a
successful career, working her
way up the corporate ladder at
Dimension Data, she joined Elliot
Wolf, her former headmaster in
July 2010 as Fundraising Director
of the King David Schools'
Foundation. Raelene spent many
years in a voluntary capacity in
fundraising, as well as serving as
treasurer of the Selwyn Segal
Hostel. As former graduate and
subsidy recipient of KDHS
Linksfield, when approached to
join Elliot in growing the
Foundation, Raelene felt a direct
connection to this role and saw it
as her way 'to give back'. Today
she runs the Foundation with
passion and purpose, wanting to
build an Endownment Fund that
will give King David Schools a
foundation to last for generations
to come.

Susan
Frankel

Carly
Mervis

C

arly Mervis matriculated
from King David Victory
Park in 1997. She went onto
obtain a BA from the University
of the Witwatersrand and PDM
from the Wits Business School.
She joined the King David
Schools' Foundation in 2012,
as our Marketing Manager. She
has an enthusiasm for
Marketing especially within the
realm of education and has
experience within school and
tertiary environments. She is
passionate about King David
and a strong belief in
sustaining our schools.

G

Gila Glazer

S

usan Frankel joined the King
David Schools' Foundation in
2011 as our Executive Manager.
Susan is responsible for the
administration of all aspects of
d o no r management, fro m
processing payments, to
collections of funds as well as to
the issuing of Section 18A
certificates. She also coordinates our Outreach
Programmes ensuring that our
schools remain committed to
fostering relationships with our
previously disadvantaged
counterparts that transcend
socio-economic, religious and
cultural backgrounds.

ila Glazer started at the King David Schools'
Foundation in 2008 as a volunteer, helping to coordinate school reunions. Despite having grown up in
the small town of Parys and never having had the luxury
of a King David education, Gila is exceptionally
passionate about this organisation. It was as a result of
this passion and dedication that a decision was taken to
employ Gila full time. Gila wears many hats at KDSF, she
is responsible for contacting prospective donors and
for setting up appointments with them for Raelene and
Elliot. She also co-ordinates all our reunions, and
maintains our data base.

The Dor le Dor Campaign Update

T

he Dor le Dor Campaign was launched in
March 2011 with the express aim of creating
an endowment fund that would ensure
sustainability, as the name of campaign suggests
from generation to generation.
An ambitious Tier Programme was launched in
2013 acknowledging and thanking donors for
donations in excess of R100 000 to the
Foundation. On successfully reaching our goal of
R100 million in donor commitments, the
Foundation hosted a gala dinner to honour, thank
and acknowledge the contributions of its
generous donors.

Launch 2011-Dec 2013
Committed: R100.4 million
Received:
R61.7 million

New KDSF Logo

A

t the King David Schools' Foundation we place great
importance on ensuring that our schools remain
excellent. Whilst there are a number of other first-rate
schools, the quality that sets King David apart from the rest
is our Jewish ethos, which is ingrained in what we do and who
we are. We believe that it is this ethos which is integral to our
identity and consequently to our long-term sustainability
and the vital place we occupy within the Johannesburg Jewish
community.
The incorporation of the Hebrew phrase  היסוד לעתיד- “The Foundation for the
Future,” into our existing KDSF logo will stand as a constant reminder of who we
are and what we are here to do – to ensure that our schools remain sustainable
institutions of excellence for generations to come.

005-644 NPO

New Projects

A

s part of our pledge to keep our schools excellent, the King David Schools' Foundation is committed to ensuring that the
infrastructure of our schools is maintained and upgraded so that we can provide our learners with top-class facilities and
amenities.

Refurbishments of Tennis Courts at King
David Senior Primary Linksfield
A generous donation from a King David Linksfield
alumnus has ensured that two initial tennis courts at
King David Linksfield Senior Primary have been refurbished, with the intention of completing the last
two at a later stage. New perimeter fencing and nets
were also installed - to complete this upgrade. This
is just one of the many projects that will ensure topclass sporting facilities for our students.

Some of the Planned Projects
for 2014:
• A rebuild of the King David Linksfield
Pre-Primary
• Plans are being approved for the
construction of four new classrooms
at King David Senior Primary Linksfield
to accommodate the growing number
of students

King David Primary School
Sandton

• The refurbishment of the S-Block at
King David High School Linksfield

Four new, state-of-the-art Grade 1
classrooms have been built to
accommodate the current students as well
as to meet the anticipated future growth of
pupils at King David Sandton. All
classrooms are equipped with the latest
technology, including interactive white
boards and providing a modern, worldclass teaching and learning environment.
To complete the building project, brand
new toilet facilities and store rooms have
also been built.

• The upgrading and refurbishment
of the toilet facilities at King
David High Victory Park

Outreach

O

utreach forms an essential part of all our King David Schools' curriculum. The Judaic concept of Tikkun Olam – our shared
responsibility to heal, repair and transform the world in which we live - is the basis on which our Outreach Programmes
were created. These programmes take place across all campuses and provide our learners with the chance to transcend
difference between cultural and socio-economic backgrounds through various interactions with their disadvantaged
counterparts. Here is an outline of the different projects that have been organised at the senior and junior levels.

High School Programme
The relationship with Eastbank High School was started 20
years ago as a weekly academic reinforcement project for all
the learners of Eastbank High School. The project has evolved
to become more focused on particular subjects as a result of
the weaknesses that the teachers witnessed in the Eastbank
learners' education. In 2012 a decision was taken to focus on
Mathematics at senior level, and English and Mathematics at
junior level, with the aim of establishing better foundations in
these subjects. We have continued with this strategy and are
beginning to see positive results.
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In the senior grades the King David High School teachers have
now become involved in teaching parts of the matric syllabus.
An integral part of our Outreach programmes is the facilitation
of interaction between King David learners and the learners
from the Outreach schools. As a result these lessons are
followed by one-on-one reinforcement and revision by senior
students of KDHSL.
The payment of teachers and the cost of lunch and transport
to and from KDHSL, are all funded by KDSF.

Outreach cont.
Primary and Pre- Primary School Programmes

T

he bonds between our learners and those at the Outreach schools continue to grow, as a result of
regular interactions. These include educational outings and the incorporation of our previously
disadvantaged counterparts in cultural events, such as joint concerts and Jewish festival celebrations.
Thanks to a number of successful fundraising activities, we have
been able to provide the various Outreach schools with the following:
New reading books,
Backpacks for all children
New whiteboards to replace
ageing blackboards
Shelving for classrooms
A Prefab Structure for
departmental meetings

Various Outreach interactions

Outreach cont.
A partnership with Minnie Bersohn Nursery School and
Boikanyo, a registered NGO run by ex-Davidian Marilyn
Bassin (KDVP '82) began in February 2013. This
partnership has yielded some powerful changes for an
impoverished Soweto school.
Minnie Bersohn together with Boikanyo helped establish
a vegetable garden last year. This huge vegetable garden
(875 m2 ) is on the property of the school in Mapetla and
was literally transformed from a neglected rubbish dump
into a viable garden, which helps supplement the
school’s feeding scheme and is set to become a training
centre for the area.
As part of this vegetable garden initiative, a pilot project
was started in May 2014, whereby Senior and Grade R
learners at Minnie Bersohn planted, watered and
nurtured seeds into seedlings. These seedlings were
taken to Soweto to be planted into the vegetable beds.

Before

After

The Minnie Bersohn Children with their seedlings

The school, where the vegetable garden is situated is severely impoverished. Minnie Bersohn also helped to restore a Grade
R classroom and to inspire a volunteer to teach. There is no principal at the school and the resources and facilities are at a
bare minimum. Thanks to the support received from Minnie Bersohn together with other donors, Boikanyo was able to restock a barren Grade R classroom with essential resources ( games, toys, books, stationery, hats, aprons, dress up clothes
and more). This gave the volunteer amazing support, and the encouragement to teach and nurture the youngest learners in
the school.

Foundation Events
Dynamic Davidian Breakfast with
Professor Bonita Meyersfeld
With August being women's month, the
King David Schools' Foundation was thrilled
to host Professor Bonita Meyersfeld (KDHSL
'93) at our fourth Dynamic Davidian
breakfast on the 30th of August 2013.
Bonita, our first female speaker, gave those
who attended an in-depth insight into how
women, despite horrific statistics of abuse,
are 'Challenging the Status Quo.' Bontia is
an empowering and exceptional speaker.
As one of the attendees put it:
“It was a privilege to be exposed to such a powerful, kind, caring and
dignified woman changing the world.”

Israel Reunion
In their fundraising efforts, Elliot and Raelene
have travelled the world to meet with Davidians.
As Raelene was already travelling to Israel for the
Jerusalem Marathon and Elliot's ticket was
generously sponsored by an alumnus, a decision
was taken to hold a reunion in Israel to reconnect
with those alumni who have made Israel their
home. Many of these Davidians thanked Elliot
and King David Schools for their Jewish
education, which served as the catalyst for their
decision to make Aliyah.

Jerusalem Marathon
In a new and novel fundraising effort our Fundraising Director Raelene
Tradonsky travelled to Israel to compete in the Jerusalem Half-Marathon.
The trip, a partnership between ORT SA, The South African Zionist
Federation and Mizrachi SA included 60 runners from SA, all running in
support of various South African Jewish charities, including the King David
Schools' Foundation.
Raelene completed the race in 2 hours 30 minutes. Our heartfelt thanks to
the donors whose generous sponsorship spurred her to the finish line!

Foundation Events cont. - Tiers Campaign
Tier's Thank You Dinner
On the 10th of April 2014, we hosted a Gala Dinner to honour
and thank those very generous donors, who have provided us
with the seed capital for our Dor le Dor Campaign to ensure
the sustainability of our schools through the establishment of
an Endowment Fund.
Thanks to the very generous sponsorship of Investec Bank, the
Foundation was able to host donors in style in the newly
refurbished hall at King David High School, Linksfield, which
was transformed into an elegant banquet venue that was filled
to capacity.
The decision to hold the function in the hall was an easy one,
especially since there is no better place to celebrate the
magnificent generosity of our donors than at grass roots level,
where the concrete results of their contributions are visible.
The focus of the evening was showcasing our dynamic King
David Schools, to show our donors what they have helped us
build and sustain.
The speakers for the evening included Rabbi Kacev, director of
SABJE, Adrian Gore (KDHSL 1981) CEO of Discovery Limited
and Chairman of the King David Schools' Foundation, and the
Chief Rabbi – Dr Warren Goldstein. The evening also
showcased the cultural excellence of our King David Schools,
with the entertainment for the evening provided by both our
alumni and a collaborative effort of all our schools' musicians
and performers.

Tiers Campaign
Unveiling of our Tier's Boards
EARN YOUR KING DAVID CROWN. ASSIST IN SUSTAINING
KING DAVID SCHOOLS AND JEWISH EDUCATION

SILVER = R500,000

JEWELLED PLATINUM =
R5,000,000

PLATINUM = R2,500,000

GOLD = R1,000,000

DIAMOND =
R10,000,000

BRONZE = R250,000

Our Tiers Crown Campaign was
launched in mid-2013. Our Gala Dinner
gave us the opportunity to unveil our
Donor Thank You Boards, which in
keeping with our royal name, “King
David”, acknowledges donors to our Dor
le Dor Campaign, based on the concept
of crowns.
Two further boards are set to be placed
in the King David Victory Park High
School hall and in the King David
Sandton hall.

BLUE = R100,000

The KDSF Team at the Tiers function

Foundation Upcoming Events
Samantha Amy Brest Endowment Fund Brunch

O

ur 10th annual Samantha Amy
Brest Endowment Fund Brunch
will take place on Sunday the 31st of
August at the Brest home in
Strathavon. Once again the event
perpetuates the memory of
Samantha, beloved daughter of
Hymie and Felicitè. This year we are
faced with a need to assist a greater
number of students with Matric
Dance attire than in past years. We
are therefore increasing our
fundraising efforts and have

managed to secure a magnificent
prize through the generosity of
Garonga Safaris, for which we will
auction raffle tickets prior to the
actual brunch.
In the spirit of once again
showcasing our vast community of
Dynamic Davidians, Talia Kodesh
(KDHSL 1997), an acclaimed actress
and vocalist will entertain the crowd
with “A Tour of the World of
Theatre.”

KDVP MEGA 50th Reunion

2

014 will mark the 50th birthday of King David Victory
Park High School. KDVP has grown from humble
beginnings to a thriving Jewish Day School that has
produced many remarkable graduates who are making a
mark on their society the world over. In honour of this
momentous occasion the King David Schools' Foundation
will be hosting a mega reunion on the 21st September
2014, which will be attended by KDVP matriculants from the
past 50 years.

Financial Progress
Since inception: Total commitments of R100.4m. R61.7m received to date,
of which R19.4m was received in the financial year ended 31 Dec 2013
(Extracted from Audited Financial Statements as at 31 December 2013)

Expenses as a % of
Revenue Received
1 January 2013 -31 Dec 2013

Revenue Received
vs Donor Commitments
to Dor le Dor Campaign 2013

Total Revenue Received vs
Total Donor Commitments to
Dor le Dor Campaign.

1 January 2013 -31 December 2013

Launch, March 2011 - 31 December 2013

18%
R3.6m

R19.4m

R30.8m

R61.7m

82%
R19.4m

Expenses

Commitments

Commitments

Revenue received for
Dor le Dor Campaign
incl capital projects

Received

Received

R100.4m

Bequests -Leave a Legacy
Leave a legacy by nominating our cause in your will and
help us sustain King David Schools and Jewish Education

A

bequest is a simple way for you to show your support
to sustain the King David Schools at a level, perhaps,
not possible in your lifetime.

Your bequest will make a difference
Every bequest, whether it is large or small, will make a
unique contribution to assisting us in sustaining King David
Schools to maintain the excellent general and Jewish
education for which our schools are renowned.

How do you make a bequest to the King David
Schools' Foundation?
After considering the needs of your family, we encourage
you to provide for our future by making the King David
Schools' Foundation a beneficiary in your will. Adding a
codicil to your will may be the easiest option.
Bequests may specify a Rand amount or a percentage of your residual estate. In each case, the amount of the donation
is excluded from the valuation of your estate for estate tax or capital gains tax purposes.
A bequest may also take the form of a specific asset, such as property or shares.
Should you wish to make a bequest, we would be able to assist you with any legal advice you may need in this regard.

Bequests

How will your bequest be used?
Unless directed, your bequest will be allocated to our
Dor le Dor Campaign to build an endowment fund
where the interest generated will subsidise students
whose parents cannot afford a Jewish education of
excellence.

Should you advise us of your intentions?
By informing us, we are able to show our appreciation
during your lifetime, and perhaps work with you to
decide on the direction of your bequest.
If you are considering making the King David Schools'
Foundation a beneficiary of your estate in any way,
please call Raelene Tradonsky, our Fundraising director,
who will welcome your confidential enquiry and provide
guidance on the correct wording for the insertion into
your will.
For more information contact Elliot or Raelene on
tradonskyr@sabje.co.za or +27 11 480 4501

Contact Details
For more information on the KDSF,
please visit our website www.kdsf.org
or contact our Fundraising Directors:
Elliot Wolf

Raelene Tradonsky

+27 11 480 4730 (Direct Line)
086 600 5373 (fax)
wolfe@kdsf.org

+27 11 480 4501 (Direct Line)
086 600 5373 (fax)
tradonskyr@sabje.co.za

Banking Details for Donations to
the King David Schools Foundation:
King David Schools Foundation
Standard Bank - Ellis Park
Branch Code: 004605
Account Number: 002101076
Please Fax Proof of Payment to:
Fax 0865949289

Thank You for your loyal support.
005-644 NPO

LOGORHYTHM 011 480- 4757 www.logorhythm.co.za

