
2016 - 2017
Annual Report



Message from Adrian Gore 
Message from Rabbi Craig Kacev 
Message from Elliot Wolf & Raelene Tradonsky
Dor Le Dor Campaign and Tiers Update
School Upgrade Projects
 • Completed Projects 2016
 • Work in Progress Projects 2017
 Outreach Programme
 Foundations Events
 • Dynamic Davidian Breakfast with Karen Lieberman
 • Okavango Delta Fundraising Raffle
 • Dynamic Davidian Breakfast with Professor Robert Lawrence
 • Tribute Concert with Dynamic Davidian Colin Schachat
 • New KDSF Website
 • Reunions
Financial Highlights of the KDSF
Bequests
Contact Details
Dynamic Davidians  

2
3
5
6
7
8
9

Contents Page



Change Order of 
these guys



Message from Adrian Gore

Research has shown that great institutions – those that display excellence and 
demonstrate sustainability - are differentiated most significantly by why they do what 
they do, as opposed to purely what they do or how they do it. This sense of purpose 
and intent shape both strategy and execution, aligning both to a powerful cause. In 
the case of the King David Schools, this “why” is clear - to prepare our children for an 
increasingly competitive world where they have the skills and confidence to make a 
profound contribution as Jews and SA citizens. 
 
This purpose is well-founded. The impact of the Jewish community on SA has been 
substantial. Over 1.67 million jobs created are as a result of Jewish led businesses; 
17% of SA GDP can be attributed to Jewish led or founded businesses; the Jewish 
contribution to arts and culture in the country has been dramatic; and the Jewish 
community is a leader in social investment, not-for-profit organisations and commu-
nity building.
 
The King David Schools’ Foundation too has a unique “why” – to continue to enable 
excellence in Jewish education, from an access, quality and affordability perspec-
tive, thus supporting the community’s impact. Underpinning this is the conviction that 
great countries are built by great institutions, and that investment in such institutions 
must be sustained, particularly so during difficult times. Development and invest-
ment cannot be turned on and off.

The leadership of our donor base is encouraging in this light. By the end of Decem-
ber 2015, the Foundation had raised a total of R170 million in commitments – an 
increase of 44% year on year. Despite seemingly widespread concerns about the 
economy, the majority of the above funding – approximately 75% - came from local 
donors. As at December 2015, we had 190 Crowned donors (donors with commit-
ments in excess of R100,000), of which ten had individually given donations in excess 
of R5 million. This number currently stands at an impressive 205 Crowned donors. A 
big thank you to Raelene Tradonsky and Elliot Wolf for this remarkable achievement. 



Research has shown that great institutions – those that display excellence and 
demonstrate sustainability - are differentiated most significantly by why they do what 
they do, as opposed to purely what they do or how they do it. This sense of purpose 
and intent shape both strategy and execution, aligning both to a powerful cause. In 
the case of the King David Schools, this “why” is clear - to prepare our children for an 
increasingly competitive world where they have the skills and confidence to make a 
profound contribution as Jews and SA citizens. 
 
This purpose is well-founded. The impact of the Jewish community on SA has been 
substantial. Over 1.67 million jobs created are as a result of Jewish led businesses; 
17% of SA GDP can be attributed to Jewish led or founded businesses; the Jewish 
contribution to arts and culture in the country has been dramatic; and the Jewish 
community is a leader in social investment, not-for-profit organisations and 
community building.
 

Adrian Gore
Chairman KDSF



Message from Rabbi Craig Kacev

Judaism has a deep seated belief that Hashem purposefully created the world 
such that there would be gaps or unfinished business. These were to be the spaces 
created for human initiative to respond. To respond with creativity, sensitivity and 
responsibility so as to move the world forward with hope and inspiration. Another 
part of creation is the immense joy and satisfaction that altruism brings one who 
gives. The contagious effect of abundance never ceases to amaze me.

I have had the pleasure of watching this play itself out over the past 6 years in the 
incredible partnership between the donors to the King David Schools’ Foundation 
and the work that the Foundation does. The schools are a key asset of the Jewish 
community; their success fosters the continuity of the community and its future 
impact. Each child assisted and each project completed is to recognise an 
opportunity and express a belief for the future of our over 3300 current students.

On behalf of the South African Board of Jewish Education, we thank the donors 
for their interest in the future of the King David Schools. We express a deep sense 
of gratitude to Mr Adrian Gore for his Chairmanship as well as to all the Trustees.

Finally, we pay tribute to the tireless and inspiring efforts of Raelene Tradonsky, 
Executive Director and Mr Elliot World and the professional staff of the Foundation.

Rabbi Craig Kacev
General Director



Message from Elliot Wolf & Raelene Tradonsky
Fundraising, like all other projects and pursuits, periodically needs a critical 
assessment, and we are pleased to report that we achieved our goals for the 
2016 -2017 year, and feel encouraged by our efforts.

Our schools, staff, parent bodies and students, have all witnessed wonderful 
campus improvements funded by the King David Schools Foundation, and the 
subsidy scheme for deserving students has also been greatly bolstered by the 
contribution of the Foundation.

Local donors continued to renew their partnership with us by identifying generously 
with our various fundraising projects, and we are pleased to report that once again 
overseas trips to London and to the USA with lightning stops in Atlanta, San Diego, 
Los Angeles, New York and Boston proved the validity of face-to-face meetings 
with loyal alumni, who too supported our efforts.

There has been much exciting publicity about the SABJE decision to build a 
remedial primary school on the KD Victory Park campus. This new school will be 
called the King David Ariel Primary School, and will be one of our major fundraising 
projects in the upcoming months.  It is with great pride that we take up this new 
challenge for the forthcoming year. 

We are thrilled to report that our complementary partnership will continue, 
and hopefully bring renewed efforts and successes enabling us to ensure the 
sustainability of our wonderful Jewish Day Schools Dor le Dor - from Generation to 
Generation. 

Elliot Wolf and Raelene Tradonsky
Directors KDSF







School Upgrade Projects

King David Primary School Victory Park – 
Renovation of Grade 3-7 Classrooms

The second phase of the renovation of sixteen Grade 3-7 
classrooms was completed in December 2016. The renovation 
included the revamp of the both the interior and exterior 
facilities. 

Three existing sports fields that were in very poor condition were 
revamped and are now restored into beautiful and functional 
sports fields.

COMPLETED PROJECTS 2016

King David Sandton – Sports Field Revamp Classrooms



WORK IN PROGRESS PROJECTS 2017

In order to accommodate King David Ariel, the new remedial school 
in the KD system, six new Grade 1-2 classrooms as well as admin 
offices will be built on the King David Victory Park Campus.

Estimated completion Date: Mid July 2017

King David Ariel Remedial School will be built on the KDVP Campus, 
in two phases.

Phase 1 will include the interior and exterior renovation of four 
existing Foundation Phase classrooms, as well as the building of two 
additional classrooms, a  new reception area, admin offices and 
various therapy rooms.

Estimated completion date: December 2017

The intention for Phase 2 is to extend the facility to accommodate 
grades  2-7 in the future.

King David Victory Park – New Foundation Phase 
Classrooms

King David Ariel 



Outreach Programme
The Outreach Programme forms an essential part of the King David schools’ curriculum, and 
our schools have established partnerships with local schools from previously disadvantaged 
communities. The Outreach Programme is active across all King David school campuses 
and, through various interactions with their outreach counterparts, our children are given the 
opportunity to transcend cultural and social-economic differences.

Some of the projects in which our schools have participated include teacher-training 
programmes, the formation of a combined Marimba Band, joint sports days, shared educational 
outings and the development of a sustainable vegetable garden.

Two of the special outreach projects sponsored by the King David Schools’ Foundation included 
the Bottle2Build Campaign and the Ubuntu Camp Programme.

Bottle2Build is an environmental friendly initiative aimed at uplifting local disadvantaged 
communities by using empty water bottles as low-cost building material. In this particular 
project, water bottles, sold at our King David schools, were bought by the students and donated 
back to the school and then used to build a classroom at Sediba Thuto School in Soweto.

The Ubuntu Summer Camp, held on the King David Linksfield Campus, aimed at providing ‘anti 
drowning’ skills to orphaned or ‘at risk’ children. The camp focused on teaching the children 
how to swim within a summer camp environment. Additional activities included in the camp 
were arts and crafts, reading, singing and dancing.



Foundation Events

Dynamic Davidian, Karen Lieberman (KDHSL 1985), proved that ‘life is sweet‘ if you 
follow your passion, in her talk to parents and alumni in the seventh event in a series of 
events, hosted by the KDSF and showcasing outstanding ex-Davidians.

Karen shared her journey from advocate to artisanal confectioner with one clear 
message - find your passion, follow it and make it happen.  Previously an advocate, 
Karen gave up the South African Law Bar to apply her pursuit of all things excellent to 
designer French sweets and confectionary. She is now the owner of Ooh La La, and 
makes high end artisanal confections that are sold locally and internationally.

Dynamic Davidian Breakfast with Karen Lieberman

 Dynamic Davidian Breakfast with Professor Robert Lawrence

In the eighth of a series of Dynamic Davidian events, in which the King David Schools’ 
Foundation hosts alumni who have been hugely successful in their chosen careers, 
the KDSF proudly hosted Professor Robert Lawrence (KDHSL 1966) at a businessman 
breakfast, generously sponsored by Investec Bank.

Robert Lawrence, a Professor of Trade and Investment at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, addressed a captive audience on “The Prospects for the World 
Economy in the Era of Trump”, a topic that was both relevant and informative.  

A former head boy of King David Linksfield, Robert Lawrence’s illustrious CV includes 
sitting on President Clinton’s Council of Economic Advisers, Senior Fellow at the Peterson 
Institute for International Economics, Research Associate at the National Bureau of 
Economic Research and author of over 100 papers and articles on topics in the field 
of international economics.



The King David Schools’ Foundation annual fundraising raffle was an incredible 
success. 

The prize, a once-in-a-life-time trip to the Okavango Delta in Botswana for up to eight 
people and valued at R250 000, was donated by a very generous alumnus. 

The raffle exceeded all expectations and raised over R900 000.

A portion of the funds raised were allocated to the Samantha Amy Brest Fund, which 
raises much needed money to assist matriculants with their matric dance expenses. 
The winner, Craig Lazarus, will be going on this once-in-a-lifetime trip in August 2017.

 Okavango Delta Fundraising Raffle

Reunions

King David reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all over the world to reconnect 
and reminisce about school days.  ‘Sloppy Joe’ burgers with Big Corn Bites from the school 
tuckshop, and a walk around the school grounds are always a highlight at these events.

Three memorable reunions were held during 2016. The KDHSL Class of 1976 spent three 
nights reconnecting in Stellenbosch, the KDHSL Class of 1986 held a ‘winter wonderland” 
themed reunion in the mini hall on the Linksfield campus and the KDHSL Class of 1996 
were transported back in time with a reunion held at the “matric wall”



Tribute Concert with Dynamic Davidian Colin Schachat

In a fitting tribute to Elliot Wolf for 50 years of service to King David Schools and Jewish 
Education, the King David Schools’ Foundation hosted Dynamic Davidian Colin 
Schachat (KDHSL 1979) and his son Gabi in a musical extravaganza, at the Linder 
Auditorium.

Accompanied by the Johannesburg Festival Orchestra conducted by maestro David 
Sebba, Colin sang a variety of songs with genres spanning favourites through the 
generations. A highlight of the evening was a special guest appearance by South 
African tenor, Given Nkosi , and a combined King David choir with students from King 
David Linksfield, Sandton and Victory Park.

The tribute concert, aptly entitled Dor Le Dor - Generation to Generation – not only 
represented the relationship between Elliot Wolf and three generations of ex-Davidians 
who were schooled under his leadership, but is also the name of the King David 
Schools’ Foundation Endowment Campaign, which ensures the sustainability of King 
David Schools and Jewish Education Dor Le Dor, from Generation to Generation.



Financial Highlights
 The Goals of the King David Schools’ Foundation

 Donations to Date

 Governance

The Endowment

The King David Schools’ Foundation was relaunched in 2011 and set itself the 
goal of raising R100m towards an Endowment Fund to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the King David Schools. These schools have been central to the 
community and are an asset that needs to be protected and fostered.

While many considered the goals too bold, the Foundation has been embraced 
by donors around the world. 80% of the donations have come from South 
African donors, and 20% from alumni and supporters overseas.
At December 2016 commitments had reached R201m with R140m already 
received. Certain donors have specified that their funds be allocated to 
specific projects, but most are happy to leave the funds to the discretion of 
the Trustees. 

The finance department of the South African Board of Education is responsible 
for the financial controls of the King David Schools Foundation. There is a 
Service Level Agreement (SLA) that determines this relationship which is critical 
to ensure the funds raised are correctly spent and reported on.  The auditors, 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers  PwC, are satisfied that the controls are in place and 
that the performance of the Foundation is in in line with the SLA. 

The Trustees have appointed an Investment Committee to carefully oversee 
and report on the Endowment Fund. The funds are currently invested with 
three fund managers, and at December 2016 the investment had grown to 
R68.3mm. The Trustees make decisions in line with a model that anticipates 
further pledges, investment growth and ongoing contributions to the King 
David Schools. If all variables play out as anticipated, the Endowment should 
be almost R100m by December 2017, particularly if one considers that future 
commitments pledged but not yet received are R61m.



 Running Costs of the Foundation

Commitments to the King David Schools

Conclusion

The current costs, which include staff costs and direct administration costs are R3.9m, 
which is 13.3% of total revenue. The Foundation has over the past 3 years, made it a 
priority to encourage smaller annuity commitments so as to ensure the sustainability 
of the Foundation.  Currently there are almost 1000 donors who have pledged an 
average of R355 per month. Most of the running costs of the Foundation are being 
covered by these annuity donations, and we strive to reach a point where all large 
commitments will not have to contribute to any of the running costs. It is important to 
note that no staff members are paid on an incentive basis.

So as to facilitate medium-term planning, the Foundation Trustees allocate funds to 
the King David Schools on a 3-year cycle. The current cycle included 2014-2016. 
A total of R44.25m was committed to and spent as follows:

These funds went to teacher development, facilities, education programmes, student 
subsidies and outreach.  The allocation for 2017 – 2019 will be finalized early in the 
2017 year and paid towards the end of the year.
All student subsidies are assessed according to the SABJE subsidy application 
requirements.

The Trustees and staff of the King David Schools’ Foundation are acutely aware of 
the tremendous responsibility they shoulder in their roles. The King David Schools 
currently educate over 3300 students, 18% of whom are able to receive one of the 
best educational experiences in South Africa with some level of financial assistance.  
This is a task that requires tenacity, bold decisions and commitment, yet it must come 
with much humility in the knowledge that all are there to serve the current and future 
generations of Davidians.

2014:  R14.60 m
2015:  R25.45 m
2016:  R  4.20 m
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By nominating the King David Schools’ Foundation in your will, you can help us to 
sustain Jewish education into the next generation. Every bequest, whether large or 
small, will make a valued contribution to ensuring that King David Schools remain 
centres of excellence, while we continue to provide financial assistance to families 
who cannot afford full school fees.

How to make a bequest to the King David Schools’ Foundation:

Adding a codicil to your will may be the easiest option. Bequests may specify a 
Rand amount or be a percentage of your estate. A bequest may also take the 
form of a specific asset, such as a property or shares. In each case, the amount of 
the donation is excluded from the valuation of your estate for estate tax or capital 
gains purposes. 

How your bequest will be used

Unless you specify, your bequest will be allocated to our Dor le Dor campaign, to 
build an endowment fund from which the interest generated will subsidise deserving 
students. By informing us of your intentions, we would be able to help you decide on 
the direction of your bequest.

If you are considering nominating the King David Schools’ Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your estate, we will gladly assist you with any legal advice you may 
need.

For more information contact Elliot Wolf or Raelene Tradonsky.

Bequests - Leave a Legacy  



For more information on the King David Schools’ Foundation, 
please visit our website www.kdsf.org or contact our 
Fundraising Directors:

Elliot Wolf
+27 11 480 4730 (Direct)
+27 11 480 4700 (Switchboard)

Thank You for your support

Raelene Tradonsky
+27 11 480 4501 (Direct)
+27 11 480 4700 (Switchboard)

Contact Details 



For more info or to view other Dynamic Davidians visit www.kdsf.org. If you are a Dynamic Davidian or know of Dynamic Davidians please email: sassens@kdsf.org   086 600 5373 (Fax)   wolfe@kdsf.org


