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From the Wolf ’s 
Mouth 
- Adapting to Change

There is no doubt that all the changes that technology has 

introduced into our lives are to be welcomed and that computers 

and information media have transformed our lives in the last few 

decades. However, for me, much though I enjoy these advances, 

they have brought with them some changes that are not in all 

respects desirable.  Recently a new word was coined, artificial 

intelligence, and for me there is something sinister about this 

phrase, as it ascribes the human quality of intelligence to a machine 

or robot and negates the quality of humaneness, so essential in 

our handling of social issues. As an aside, I must admit that I still 

miss the personal touch of handwritten letters, shopping in the 

local high street and meeting familiar faces, doctors’ house calls 

and, in South Africa, the use of public transport!

Is it not truly ironic that in a world where communication is 

achieved with the press of a button, that international relations 

and mutual understanding and respect are at their lowest ebb, 

that for us Jews anti-Semitism has manifested itself again in 

so many countries, that peace and universal respect for those 

different from ourselves are so threatened?

On an individual level too our lives have been transformed by the 

use of cell phones, and with it communication has at last become 

available to all strata of society. Regrettably, our use of this amazing 

device has become so obsessive that we seem to have forgotten 

the pleasure and benefits of direct human communication 

and face-to-face contact with those in our immediate vicinity. 

Cell phones and their miscellaneous services have obviously 

taken precedence over direct human communication, and also 

unfortunately have created the opportunity for the new fad of 

cyber bullying among the younger generation and for malicious 

rumour mongering.

We all recognise that change is inevitable and necessary and is 

to be welcomed, but we need to ensure that in the process we 

preserve and protect important human qualities and values. Let 

us hope that the present revolution is a passing phase and that 

we shall move on to an understanding of how to use technology, 

and that we are the masters of our machines!

Let me conclude on an optimistic note. Shelley, the famous 

English poet in describing seasonal change wrote “If winter 

comes, can spring be far behind?” May we look forward to a 

spring of improved human relations and world peace.

Best wishes.

Elliot Wolf

I am impressed with the new format of our newsletter, and hope 

that you find the changes user-friendly and that all meets with 

your approval. I am reminded of the words of the American 

writer, Hugh Prather, who claimed that “Just when I think I have 

learnt the way to live, life changes”! I must admit, though I can 

proudly claim that I am not a Luddite, for me life has certainly 

changed and presents many challenges. 

Yes, this From the Wolf’s 
Mouth message indicates that 
I am still involved with the 
KDSF!
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High school reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all over the world to reconnect and 

reminisce about school days. “Sloppy Joe” burgers filled with Big Corn Bites from the school tuckshop, 

together with a walk around the school are always highlights of the event. This year we plan to host the 

following reunions:

King David Linksfield Class of 1969
Thursday 9th May

40 Year

30 Year

20 Year

King David Linksfield Class of 1979 

Thursday 3rd October - Party

Friday 4th October - School assembly

King David Linksfield Class of 1989
Thursday 23rd May

King David Victory Park Class of 1989 
Thursday 5th September

King David Linksfield Class of 1999
Wednesday 17th April

King David Victory Park Class of 1999
Sunday 8th September

The KDSF requires a reunion committee made up of members of the class to be involved. 

Please contact Gila Glazer on glazerg@kdsf.org should you wish to assist with your reunion or if you have any queries.

    UPCOMING 
    Reunions

50 Year
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Joshua Fleishman was the first head boy of King David Linksfield High 

School in 1956.

In celebration of his 80th birthday, Joshua’s family have generously donated 

a number of scholarships in his name, ensuring that deserving children will 

have the privilege of a King David education.

As part of his birthday celebrations, Joshua, who now lives in Cape Town, 

visited the school with his wife, sister, children and grandchildren (some of 

whom are current Davidians or alumni) where he watched a movie on the 

70th anniversary of King David Schools, followed by a stroll down memory 

lane as he walked through the corridors and classrooms.

A nostalgic Joshua was overwhelmed by the generosity of the scholarships 

in his name and was delighted to see his name up on boards in the school 

hall, as well as photos of himself as a young Davidian. These included 

photos of him as captain of the 1st XV rugby team, winner of the Pollard 

Trophy for Debating and one as the first King David High School student to 

score a century in cricket.

The King David Schools’ Foundation is extremely grateful to his children 

and grandchildren for their continued generosity and wish Joshua a hearty 

Mazeltov on his 80th birthday and many more years in good health.

First Headboy Visits 
King David Schools

Bequests
By nominating the King David Schools’ Foundation 

in your will, you can help us to fund our Jewish 

future. Every bequest, whether large or small, will 

make a valued contribution to ensuring that King 

David Schools remain centres of excellence, while 

we continue to provide financial assistance to 

families who cannot afford full school fees.

 

If you are considering nominating the King David 

Schools’ Foundation as a beneficiary of your estate, 

please contact the Foundation on 27 11 480 4701. 

Alternatively please contact 

Elliot Wolf wolfe@sabje.co.za  or 

Raelene Tradonsky tradonskyr@sabje.co.za  



“We were incredibly lucky and excited to have won the King 

David Schools’ Foundation lucky draw – a prize that took us to 

Botswana to stay at the magnificent and luxurious Nokanyana 

Game Lodge, on the Khwai River.

The Nokanyana lodge is situated in the heart of the Botswana 

game parks, a quick 45-minute international flight with a 

30-minute local flight on arrival in Botswana. We were treated 

like royalty with superb service, excellent food and luxurious 

accommodation. From the moment we arrived, until the moment 

we left, the chef, the guide and all the staff were extremely 

welcoming and provided excellent service. Nothing was too 

much for them as they worked to give us 5-star service with a 

smile. We felt pampered from beginning to end. The lodge is 

only 1 year old, but we believe that it will mature into a primary 

destination for many South Africans and foreigners alike – a 

place that we have recommended to friends and family and a 

spot that we hope to return to in the future. The game reserve 

experience was unique and very special, and we were fortunate 

to have had tremendous sightings of huge elephant herds, up 

close and personal, the incredible sighting of a leopard cub and a 

last-minute encounter with a large male lion the evening before 

we left. Thank you to the King David Schools’ Foundation and the 

sponsor of this prize for this amazing trip we are so privileged to 

have had experienced.”

Gary and Neala Swil 
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Beautiful 
BOTSWANA
Our trip to Nokanyana Game Lodge – Feedback from Prize Winner

Gary Swil

LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEXT COMPETITION!You could be our next lucky winner



Mazeltov to the King David Matric Class of 2018, the 

teachers and staff for the incredible matric results 

achieved.

A combined 207 students from King David High School 

Linksfield and Victory Park achieved a 100% pass rate 

and a 98.5% University pass rate. An impressive 89.1% 

of all papers written achieved an A, B or C aggregate, 

with a total of 698 distinctions, an average of 3.37 

distinctions per student.

THE CUMULATIVE KING DAVID RESULTS WERE AS 

FOLLOWS:

• 3 students achieved 9 distinctions

• 14 students achieved 8 distinctions

• 16 students achieved 7 distinctions

• 21 students achieved 6 distinctions

• 20 students achieved 5 distinctions

• 14 students achieved 4 distinctions

59 individual papers written saw our students in the 

top 1% in the country

1 student recognised on the Independent Examination 

Board (IEB) Outstanding Achievement list (top 5% in 6 

subjects and an A for LO - Life Orientation)

10 students recognised on the IEB Commendable list 

(top 5% in 5 subjects and an A for LO).

A total of 8% of the total top IEB achievers were from 

King David Schools – this is more than any other school 

in the country.

The King David Schools’ Foundation is proud to 

welcome our matriculants from the Class of 2018 as 

King David Alumni.  We look forward to following their 

future successes as they fly the King David flag high.
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Outstanding Matric 
Results Class of 2018

Ubuntu Africa 
– Making a Difference

The final event of the 2018 Outreach calendar - the 

Ubuntu ‘Summer Camp’ – took place for the fourth 

consecutive year and was once again a highlight of the 

year for King David Schools and the Diller Teens who run 

the programme. 

What started out 4 years ago as an idea to teach kids how 

to swim (in response to the horrifying statistics of child 

drownings that emerge in December each year) the 4-day 

camp has become much more than just safety and fun 

in the water. The kids learn to swim, gain life skills, learn 

values and have fun with a celebratory Christmas party 

and nutritious daily meals. 

The generosity of the KDSF Outreach Programme donors, 

the anonymous donor who supplied food, the broader 

community who donated swimming apparel and the 

volunteers who so willingly gave of their time to assist 

with the children, allowed the organisers to provide a 

fun and inspirational camp, wholesome meals and the 

necessary equipment for this camp to run effectively.



March 2019 | KDSF NEWSLETTER6

AlumNews
Alumni making headlines

JOSH LASKER 
(KDHSL 2010) 
Won the Startup 
Jerusalem Competition 
2018 for South Africa (run 
by the Embassy of Israel) 
for his development of 
a robotic nurse named 
Abby. Abby is an 
automated, self-service, 
health screening kiosk 
which can do 12 health 
checks in less than two 
minutes, prints a ticket 
comparing the results 
to normal values and/
or sends them to secure 
web portal.

JARED MOLKO 
(KDHSL 2001) 
Former Google employee, 
an expert in the field of 
Article Intelligence (AI), 
is back in South Africa. 
Is spreading awareness 
about the uses of AI, 
and how it can be used 
to understand the way 
business is conducted.

DR ARI SARELLI 
(KDHSL 1991)
specialist in Critical Care 
Medicine, was appointed 
Chief Executive Physician 
of the Memorial Physician 
Group in Hollywood, LA 
in December 2018.

LISA TOLKIN 
(KDHSL 1982)
Owner at Lisa Tolkin 
Architects was featured 
on the first page of 
Condè Nast House & 
Garden Magazine March 
2019 issue.

PROFESSOR BONITA 
MEYERSFELD 
(KDHSL 1993) 
WITS Universality Human 
Rights lawyer, was named 
Knight of the National 
Order of Merit by the 
President of France 
in recognition of her 
work on gender based 
violence.

ROBIN ESROCK 
(KDHSL 1992)
Bestselling travel writer 
and TV host launched 
his latest book The 
Great Australian Bucket 
List (Affirm Press/
Hachette). Although 
based in Canada, Robin 
travelled across Australia 
to discover the country’s 
most unique and 
fascinating experiences.

LISA TOLKIN 
(KDHSL 1982) 
Owner at Lisa Tolkin 
Architects was featured 
on the first page of 
Condè Nast House & 
Garden Magazine March 
2019 issue. 

RABBI DANIEL BRAUDE 
(KDHSL 1998) 
During October 2018 
released a book on the 
Laws of Shabbos entitled 
Learn Shabbos in Just 
2 Minutes a Day (Adir 
Press). The book is a 
comprehensive guide on 
the laws of Shabbos with 
an easy-to-understand 
format and thousands 
of day-to-day practical 
examples.

MAXINE APPEL-COHEN 
(KDHSL 1976) 
TRUE BLUE - A New 
Australian Musical - with 
the book and script 
written by Sydney-based 
playwright, was released 
in Australia in November 
2018. A fascinating and 
true story about how 
an African-American-
slave-turned-convict 
became a respected 
member, entrepreneur 
and landowner in colonial 
Sydney.

DR LARRY JANKELOWITZ 
(KDHSL 1984) 
Was awarded the 2018 
Clinical Physician of the 
Year at Amita Health 
Resurrection Medical 
Centre in Chicago.
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I My daughter Jenna joined me in the business and 

together we stepped in to new terrains including 

on-line learning. We have recently been acquired by 

APM, one of the largest human services providers in 

the world, helping unemployed and injured people, as 

well as those with a disability, find work. My career has 

certainly taken me on some amazing adventures: 

I am one of four original master trainers globally using 

the LEGO Serious Play methodology to build better 

teams and design strategy. 

I have attended education conferences in some exotic 

venues including Monaco, New York, Milan and Whistler 

in Canada. I have also attended executive programs 

at Harvard Business School and the Kellogg School of 

Management. Our business has won over 28 industry 

awards and most of all, we have had fun trying out 

innovative methods of learning – even virtual reality!

I am so fortunate to have attended KDHSL where there 

was no differentiation between the potential of boys 

and girls. There was always full encouragement to be 

the best you can be. It’s incredible that more than 40 

years after leaving KDHSL, I still feel the benefits of 

having been at a school that fostered entrepreneurship 

and of course provided a solid academic foundation.

“I am so fortunate to have 
attended a school where there 
was no differentiation between 
the potential of boys and girls.”

       n late 1990, I was invited to go down Western  

       Deep No.3 Shaft, which at 3.9 kms below the      

      surface was the world’s deepest goldmine. As we 

crawled through the stopes in stifling heat, we saw 

some sophisticated mining equipment that wasn’t 

being used. When I questioned this, I was told that the 

illiterate miners could not read the instructions and 

therefore they couldn’t be effectively trained to use 

this sophisticated machinery. They were still placing 

their thumb-print on their pay-slips as they couldn’t 

sign their names.

From that moment onwards, I decided to commit my 

career to adult education to ensure that all people 

have the right to learn and open doors of opportunity 

for themselves, their families and their community.

After 11 years of study at Wits, I finished my PhD in 

English and following a brief stint as a teacher, I started 

my own business in a small rented office in Norwood.

Our first major client was Eskom and from there we 

grew into one of the most highly regarded training 

organisations in South Africa. In 1999 we were acquired 

by Advtech (an ASX listed company) and I served on 

the board for 2 years before deciding to join my sister 

in Australia. Violent crime in the country played a key 

part in terms of this decision.

Setting up in a new country is a daunting challenge 

and fortunately our extended family provided my two 

children and me with ongoing support.

Almost immediately I set up a new business in adult 

learning and corporate training and continued to grow 

the business over the past 16 years. 

Dynamic 
Davidian
DENISE MEYERSON (KDHSL 1975)
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tel:0114804701
mailto:glazerg@kdsf.org


Mazeltov!
We loving hearing about your simchas and apologise if we have unintentionally left anyone out.
If you would like us to include your simcha in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen on 
sassens@kdsf.org

March 2019 | KDSF NEWSLETTER9

• Adam and Danielle (Fingleson) Gluckman on 

the birth of a daughter

• Adam and Talia Valkin on the birth of a son

• Andrew and Gaby (Burbaitzky) Sidelsky on 

the birth of a son

• Dale and Lauren (Snoyman) Amler on the 

birth of their son

• Daniel and Lauren (Jacks) Seeff on the birth 

of a son

• Gary and Tali (Britany) Katz on the birth of a 

son

• Justyn and Bianca (Maletsky) Spinner on the 

birth of son

• Lance and Amanda (Pollack) Levitas on the 

birth of a daughter

• Phil and Stacy (Cohen) Kaseman on the birth 

of a son

• Tamir and Jenna Sacks on the birth of a son

Births

Adam Valkin with son

Daniel and Lauren (Jacks) Seeff with sonAdam and Danielle Gluckman’s son
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• Alan Bedell and Jaxx Kotzen
• Ari Zadikov and Nicole Hackner
• Brendon Unterslak and Ami-Leigh Sonnenberg
• Daniel Alkalai and Elinor Shklaz
• David Cohen and Ashleigh Forman
• David Simmons and Kristen Rajarajeshwari Weiner
• Jonty Melamed and Erin-Lee Blumberg
• Joshua Simon and Carly Ritz
• Justin Sher and Jenna-Lee Kahn
• Moshe Unterslak and Helena Kahanovitz

Engagements

David Cohen and Ashleigh Forman

Alon Bedell and Jaxx Kotzen

Joshua Simon and Carly RitzMoshe Unterslak and Helena Kahanovitz



March 2019 | KDSF NEWSLETTER11

• David and Taryn (Cantor) Eliezer
• Gary and Natasha (Brainin) Vidergauz
• Marc and Lori (Joselowitz) Fleisher

Please email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org with all your news, pics and updates. 

Return to front page

David and Taryn (Cantor) Eliezer Gary and Natasha (Brainin) Vidergauz

Marriages




