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From the Wolf ’s 
Mouth 
-Masks in the News

The pandemic of the coronavirus (COVID -19), emanating from 
Wuhan and spreading rapidly to more and more countries 
all over the world, has necessitated the wearing of masks to 
counteract contagion, and has become a frightening factor in 
all our lives. I recently received a WhatsApp from a concerned 
relative in London with instructions from a recognised research 
doctor to allay contagion from the virus.   For me the advice 
was so extreme that I would never manage to comply with its 
instructions. And so, I shall resolutely do what I can manage and 
leave the rest in the hands of G-d.

At the other end of the spectrum there is, of course, for the 
Jewish community all over the world the wearing of masks on 
the festival of Purim. There is an interpretation that offers an 
ingenious explanation for this.  When we read the megillah we 
notice that the name of Hashem is never mentioned and that 
Hashem seems to plays no part in the salvation of the Jewish 
people of Shushan. This interpretation offers an explanation 
for this and the reason for our custom of wearing masks. The 
name Esther literally means hidden, and so Esther is Hashem’s 
masked representative, and through the personage of Esther, 
Hashem certainly is the divine source of salvation!  Purim also 
encourages the festive defiance of customary restraints on our 
behaviour and so the wearing of fancy-dress is very much part 
of the celebration, and high “spirits”, in both senses of the word, 
are often part of the agenda! For me, with my long and treasured 
history at KDHS, Purim was always a difficult day. Much though 
I enjoyed the celebration, in my role as headmaster I had to 
tolerate the excessive over-reaction of adolescent behaviour and 
had to grin and bear the licence that the celebration of Purim 
encouraged on the day!

The mention of the word masks has revived my awareness 
of mask-wearing in the Roman theatre. The pair of masks, 
representing comedy and tragedy, is familiar to all of us. But, 
did you know that all actors in the Roman theatre were men and 
that they all wore masks, often made of wax? The English word 
sincere is derived from two Latin words – sine meaning without 
and cera meaning wax. Roman actors could never express their 
feelings by sincere facial expression as their faces were covered 
by masks! In addition, the English the verb to mask can be used 
metaphorically to mean to cover up or to hide, as was the role of 
Hashem in the story of Purim.

Please forgive the digression – 
the Latin and English teacher in 
me couldn’t resist the opportunity.

Fond regards.
Elliot Wolf              

It is a strange 
coincidence that the 
wearing of masks 
should recently 
become such a 
topical subject 
in diametrically 
opposed areas of our 
lives, both secular 
and Jewish!
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Having celebrated over 70 years of King David Schools, 
we now turn our focus to ensuring an even brighter Jewish 
future. We continue to invest in excellent teachers and 
curriculum, world-class infrastructure across 5 campuses, 
and with Jewish values at our core, we will continue to offer 
financial assistance to over 500 children in need.
 
Help grow our schools from strength to strength. Help fund 
our Jewish future. www.kdsf.org

The King David Schools’ Foundation is marking the 
start of the new decade with our 2020 Strength to 
Strength campaign. 

2020 – From Strength
to Strength 



70 years has ensured that King David Schools have a 12 000-strong alumni community. The King David Schools’ Foundation remains 
connected to this community through regular communication to keep that bond alive, and to offer an avenue through which the 
Foundation can retain a connection to this powerful network of people with whom it shares core values.

Our Dynamic Davidian initiative showcases just a small percentage of this vast community - people who have excelled in their chosen 
fields and who are making a positive impact on societies throughout the world. Davidian Dynamite turns the spotlight on young 
alumni under 45, some of them, just starting careers, others well-established. A Davidian Dynamite is a mover and shaker, a powerful 
force in his or her chosen industry, a leader lighting up the world around them with explosive energy. 

Nominate yourself or someone you think is Davidian Dynamite so we can share the nachas and help promote their achievements and 
successes with our readers. 

We are proud to launch this campaign with two extremely impressive young Davidians

Ryan Canin is the co-founder and CEO of DocFox. 
DocFox is on a mission to make money laundering 
impossible through automating FICA compliance for 
financial institutions. DocFox’s technology is being used 
by over 150 financial institutions worldwide with offices 
in Miami and Johannesburg. 

Ryan got a taste for social entrepreneurship at age 13 
when he broke an obscure world record and created the 
largest canned food construction in aid of charity. The 
project collected over 9 tons of food for 7 charities in 
Southern Africa. It was here that he realised that if you 
have an idea, the difference between making it happen 
and just dreaming it is simply taking the first step.

Ryan continued working in the social entrepreneurial 
space throughout high school as the Junior Mayor of 
Johannesburg; as well as being selected as a Global 
Teen Leader for the first ‘Three Dot Dash Summit’ by the 
We Are Family Foundation in New York City. All these 
exciting opportunities happened while Ryan was at King 
David Victory Park and he believes it was through the 
support and encouragement of all his teachers that he 
was able to do it. “Whether it was Renos Spanoudes who 

helped me draft letters to Jonathan Ackerman to get
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sponsorship for the world record attempt, Joseph Gerassi 

who supported me in taking part in a Summit in New York 

during my matric year or all my teachers who ensured I 

had all the time, resources and materials to be able to 

take advantage of these opportunities while still keep on 

top of school” 

While studying Electrical Engineering at Wits, Ryan co-
founded Gladi8, a software business. After graduating, 
he went into Gladi8 full-time and sold custom software 
development to large financial services institutions such 
as Liberty, Barclays and Standard Bank. While working 
in this industry they spotted the need for a KYC (Know 
Your Customer) solution to ease the pain surrounding 
the need for clients to submit their identity and address 
documents in person when opening accounts.

Ryan then co-founded DocFox, a fintech startup which 
attracted Silicon Valley investment in its first round of 
funding and subsequently grew its investor base to 
include South African investors as well. DocFox has grown 
and now has offices in both the US and South Africa and 
serves over 150 financial services firms globally. Ryan 
moved to the USA to expand the business and lives with 
his husband and two Saint Bernards in Miami.

Launch of Davidian 
Dynamite Campaign

Davidian Dynamite 
RYAN CANIN (KDHSVP 2008)



Debbie Berman is a Film Editor who most well known 
for her work as an Editor on ‘Black Panther’, which is 
the first super hero film ever to be nominated for several 
Academy Awards (including Best Picture), 
and winner of 3.  

She is one of the very few female Editors working on big 
budget features, and has had a meteoric career rise over 
the last couple of years. This began with her first foray 
into Marvel Studios editing ‘Spider-man: Homecoming’. 
This film was critically and commercially acclaimed, 
and reinvigorated the franchise to become 2017’s top 
grossing super hero film.
 
She then worked on ‘Black Panther’, which is nothing less 
than a cultural and film phenomenon. It received a 97% 
on Rotten Tomatoes (Marvel Studio’s highest scoring 
film), made $1.2 billion worldwide, and is one of the top 
grossing films of all time. Using her unique life experience 
of being born and raised in Africa, Debbie was able to 
help ensure the authenticity of Marvel’s first film set on 
the continent. She worked intimately with Ryan Coogler 
for about 8 months to help craft the story, characters, 
performances and visual effect sequences. One of her 
major contributions was to guide the narrative and the 
performances in a way that accentuated a multitude of 
powerful, interesting and inspiring female characters, 
and to help Andy Serkis with his South African accent!
 
Debbie’s third film in a row at Marvel Studios was ‘Captain 
Marvel’. It is the first female led film in their cinematic 
universe. It grossed over a billion dollars within its first 
month of release, had the biggest worldwide opening
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weekend for a female led film, set the worldwide opening 
weekend record for a solo superhero film, and is the 
highest grossing female superhero film of all time.

Debbie is now in high demand as one of the most exciting 
new talents in Hollywood.
 
On her time at King David Victory Park, Debbie says 
“I loved going to KDVP.  My first introduction to film 

editing was through the Flash Video Club Edit Suite, 

where I spent all my free time (and admittedly classes 

that I didn’t feel like going to!).  I loved editing videos 

that I filmed at school events, and the short films that I 

made on weekends with friends.  The art room was right 

across from the edit suite, and my art teacher Mrs Wilks 

would often see me ‘bunking’ class to sneak in there and 

work on my videos. In my matric year, she figured out a 

way to let me make a short film as my final art project.  

I have never forgotten her support and encouragement, 

and am devastated that we lost her tragically.  Another 

teacher who always encouraged a love of the Arts was 

Joseph Gerassi.  He ‘commissioned’ me to make a ‘behind 

the scenes’ mini documentary about one of our school 

plays.  I worked on it for months, and it was a phenomenal 

experience for me.  I will always remember that my 

love for editing and began in that little brick room, and 

become a lifelong career and passion.  It all began at 

KDVP.  Hopefully now my teachers can forgive me for 

missing class so much!”

“I will always remember that my 
love for editing and began in that 
little brick room, and become a 
lifelong career and passion.  It all 
began at KDVP.  Hopefully now 
my teachers can forgive me for 
missing class so much!”

Davidian Dynamite 
DEBBIE BERMAN (KDHSVP 1996) 



THE SEARCH IS ON  
FOR 2020’S  
DAVIDIAN DyNAmite
Now you can nominate a Davidian Dynamite (under 45) who has 

truly excelled in their chosen careers and are making a positive 

impact on the world around them. Nominate yourself or someone 

you know who is flying the King David flag high. 

Email a biography and picture of a young Davidian, who you feel  
has excelled to sassens@sabje.co.za
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TRIP OF A LIFETIME 
- Nokanyana Prize Feedback by David & Sandi Gabriel 
On the eve of David’s 50th birthday during a very 
difficult time in our lives, we received news that David 
had won first prize in the King David Schools’ Foundation 
Fundraising raffle of 2018.

Since we have lived in Australia for over 25 years, this 
was the impetus to plan a holiday to Southern Africa 
and embark on a trip of a lifetime for us and two of our 
children, with my mother joining us. The trip would include 
Johannesburg, the city where we grew up, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and the highlight, our prize, - an all-inclusive 4 
people, 4-night stay at Nokonyana – a luxury lodge in the 
heart of the Botswana wilderness.

We landed on the airstrip and were greeted by the 
smiling, laughing Ben who took us under his wing, 
and while never promising, he implied that his mission 
amongst other things, was to find us the elusive big 5 
so that our adventure could be complete. After our drive 
from Vic Falls and our flight to the airstrip, we were 
given the choice to hightail it to the lodge or take the 
slow scenic route to begin our mission of introducing the 
African bush to our children and meandering the bumpy 
roads in the land of the king of the jungle. Needless to 
say, we took the latter option and we settled comfortably 
into the Landrover that was to be our office for the next 
4 days.

Over the next few days and nights we were enveloped 
in the hospitality of the staff of Nokonyana and the 
magnificence of the African bush.

The luxury tents had only a fly screen sliding door to 
protect us from the elements of the night and during the 
first night, having been tucked into bed with hot water 
bottles against the cold winter we were awoken by the 
sound of chipping and stripping to reveal an elephant 
munching and crunching, oblivious to the delight he was 
creating for us, as we watch him tear at the tree at the 
foot of our “stoep.”

Our final night again proved to be a breath-taking 
experience. We were joined by two other people at the 
lodge. Of course, you play Jewish geography with the 
other Jewish guest, but to no common ground. 

The other guest and I were chatting about where we both 
grew up and we discovered we lived a couple of streets 
away from each other. Further chatting revealed that she 
and my sister used to play tennis at my house when we 
were all teenagers! In the middle of the African bush, far 
away from either of our homes, on the last day of our stay 
we have this extraordinary reunion and reminisce.

What a relaxing, indulgent, inspiring and magnificent 5 
days 4 nights, where we were able to recapture a bygone 
era for David and I, and introduce our children to the 
unrivalled beauty and ruggedness of Africa.

Thank you King David Schools’ Foundation for the 
opportunity to be involved in your fundraising and provide 
us with an experience that our family will remember 
forever.

Watch this space for another opportunity 
to win a once in a lifetime bush getaway 
to majestic Botswana, when we launch 
our annual bush lodge fundraiser later 
this year!
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Talk by Dynamic Davidian Tracey Farber (KDHSVP 1983)

Building 
Resilience in Children 

As part of our ongoing campaign to 
highlight outstanding Davidians and 
the contributions they continue to 
make to the world, the King David 
Schools’ Foundation is proud to host 
Dynamic Davidian Tracey Farber 
(KDHSVP 1983) at a talk to parents 
and alumni.

Dr Tracey Farber is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice 
who specialises in working with 
traumatised adults, adolescents and 
children. She recently graduated 
with her Ph.D. in psychology. The 
title of her research “Integrity 
versus despair: The experience 
of traumatised child Holocaust 
survivors”, looked at themes of 
trauma, grief resilience and coping in 
child Holocaust survivors who were 
interned in concentration camps. 

Tracey has combined her research 
findings with her clinical experience 
in working with trauma and has 
developed a model called: “Building 
resilience and recovering from 
trauma: Go where the love is…..What 
can we learn from child Holocaust 
survivors?”

This model has been presented to 
social workers and taught in the 
primary schools at King David. It 
has also been presented to teachers 
and parents. In addition Tracey has 
written a handbook/manual for 
parents that presents her model on 
resilience, and how to develop this 
in children.
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A Tribute to a Legendary Educator, 
June Barclay, by Elliot Wolf

KDL CLASS OF 2000 – 20 YEARS LATER 
by Gary Samowitz (KDHSL 2000)

It is difficult to pay tribute adequately to my dearest friend and 
colleague, Mrs June Barclay, who passed away on 9th March in 
Auckland, New Zealand.

I know that Mrs Barclay will be remembered with great affection and 
deep respect by the thousands of KDHS Linksfield students who 
were privileged to have her as an outstanding Mathematics teacher 
and mentor.
 
KDHS was blessed to have three generations of the Morrison family 
on the staff of KDHSL – Mr Bob Morrison, Mrs June Barclay and her 
daughter, Diane. How blessed we were to have these true educators 
serving our community for so many decades!

I convey to her daughters, Diane and Sue and their families our 
sincere condolences – may they be comforted in the knowledge that 

your great loss is shared by the thousands of students who were privileged to know June.

On Thursday night 25 February, over 100 members of Matric 2000 gathered at the tuckshop to celebrate 
our 20 year school reunion. Even though many of us had not seen each other in years, the camaraderie 
and deep connections were immediately felt.
 
We went for a walk around the school (cocktails in hand), and saw all the impressive new buildings. The 
memories came flooding back about all our adventures and experiences that we had on this hallowed 
ground. King David is so much more than a school. It is a community, a family. A place where we learnt the 
values, the work ethic and the yiddishkeit that has guided us in our lives. 

During the speeches several alumni shared how grateful they were to have had a King David education, 
and how the KD community had been there for them during tough times.  In appreciation of much we 
gained from being Davidians, the Matric 2000 group set an ambitious goal of raising R300,000 for the 
KDSF to give scholarships to two deserving King David students, and in just 48 hours we had raised over 
R150,000. We look forward to mobilising the rest of our peers to donate so that we can hit our target and 
set a new record. 

Thanks to the KDSF team, Elliot Wolf, Raelene Tradonsky, Gila Glazer and Loraine Srage for helping make 
the reunion possible, and for all the work you do to ensure King David continues to thrive. 
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High school reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all over the world to reconnect and reminisce 

about school days. “Sloppy Joe” burgers filled with Big Corn Bites from the tuckshop, together with a walk 

around the school are always a highlight of the event. 

The following reunions have been scheduled for 2020 and 2021. Final dates to be confirmed:

If you are interested in attending a reunion or assisting with your reunion, please contact Gila Glazer on 

glazerg@kdsf.org

60 Year

30 Year

50 Year

20 Year

40 Year

KDHSL Class of 1960 – 28 April 2020 

KDHSL Class of 1990 – 2 April 2020
KDHSVP Class of 1990 – 21 January 2021

KDVP Class of 1970 – 20 August 2020
KDHSL Class of 1970 – 18 October 2020 in 
ISRAEL and a get together at KDHSL Yom 
Ha’atzmaut school assembly – 29 April 2020 

KDHSVP Class of 2000 – 27 August 2020 

KDHSL Class of 1980 – 4th June 2020
KDHSVP Class of 1980 – 13 August 2020

    UPCOMING 
    Reunions
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Bequests

By nominating the King Schools’ Foundation in your will, you can help us to 
fund our Jewish future. Every bequest, whether large or small, will make a 
valued contribution to ensuring that King David Schools remain centres of 
excellence, while we continue to provide financial assistance to families who 

cannot afford full school fees.

If you are considering nominating the King David Schools’ Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your estate, please contact the Foundation on 27 11 480 4701

Alternatively please contact
 

Elliot Wolf wolfe@kdsf.org  or
Raelene Tradonsky tradonskyr@sabje.co.za



MARCH 2020 | KDSF NEWSLETTER10

HOWARD GLUCKMAN 
(KDHSL 1984)  
received his PhD diploma at 
the University of Szeged in 
their recent award ceremony.

IMMANUEL (RICHARD) 
SUTTNER (KDHSL 1981)   
published his second 
collection of poems in a 
book entitled “Ripening” 
with the cover illustrated 
by Porat Jacobson (KDHSL 
1981). The collection includes 
the poem Transforming 
about a young boy standing 
in front of a principal. 

LANCE MARON 
(KDHS 1987), 
SHARON SPIEGEL-
WAGNER (KDHSL 2001) 
AND LORRI STRAUSS 
(KDHSVP 2000)    
Performed in the musical 
Loving You – Songs from 
the Musicals (conceived by 
Sharon Spiegel-Wagner) at 
the Auto & General Theatre 

ALAN SWERDLOW 
(KDHSL 1971)   
Was featured as the 
researcher, scriptwriter 
and presenter of the eight 
part documentary series 
Legends & Legacies: A 
story of a Community, 
which is the story of South 
African Jewry, created and 
produced by Mark Wade

MICAELA TUCKER 
(KDHSVP 2016)    
Was featured in the Jewish 
Report as a fast rising 
star in the entertainment 
industry. Her first starring 
role in comedy drama series 
Makoti on SABC1, has just 
completed a successful first 
season. 

PROFESSOR FRANK 
PHILIPS (KDHSL 1977)    
Was made President of 
International Society for 
the Advancement of Spine 
Surgery (ISASS) at the 
annual conference in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico during 
February.

DAVID KRAMER 
(KDHSL 1996)   
Published his book “State 
of the Heart. Stories of a 
Humanitarian Israel” which 
is available in bookstores 
Israel and America. 

STUART WOLF 
(KDHSVP 1984)  
Is part of a duo that has 
produced and augmented 
reality device that allows 
surgeons to see a patient’s 
anatomy through skin and 
tissue, as if they have X-ray 
vision. The device recently 
received US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
approval.

NOAH APTEKER 
(KDHSL 2019)   
Is preparing for the bridge 
Olympiad in Italy later in the 
year. He participated in local 
and international bridge 
competition throughout his 
school career and will be 
solely occupied with playing 
bridge until he leaves for 
university in America in 
September.

MICHAEL ABRAHAMSON 
(KDHSL 1985)  
Was the winner of the hit 
Afrikaans game show, Noot 
vir Noot, one of the longest 
running competitions on 
South African TV

AlumNews
Alumni making headlines
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Mazeltovs!
We loving hearing about your simchas and apologise if we have unintentionally left anyone out.
If you would like us to include your simcha in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen on 
sassens@kdsf.org

• Alan and Donna (Dribbin) Crouse on the 
birth of a daughter

• Colin and Tammy (Sassoon) Levin on the 
birth of a daughter

• Darren and Jessica (Druker) Horwitz on the 
birth of a daughter

• David and Lisa (Hirschowitz) Talpert on the 
birth of a daughter

• Darryl and Jodene (Edel) Bark on the birth 
of a daughter

• Doron and Lauren (Brivik) Defries on the 
birth of a son

• Fabian and Terri (Zidel) Vögeli on the birth 
of twin girls

• Gareth and Tali Friedlander on the birth of a 
daughter

• Gilad and Tracey (Mayef) Friedman on the 
birth of a daughter

• Jared and Shira (Hanan) Nestadt on the birth 
of a daughter

• Jarrod and Sarah (Fisher) Hurwitz on the 
birth of a daughter

• Jason and Stephanie (Rapp) Daleski on the 
birth of a daughter

• Joshua and Charlotte Greenberg on the birth 
of a son

• Joshua and Jenna (Cohen) Gross on the 
birth of a son

• Marc and Sianne (Green) Menashe on the 
birth of a daughter

• Mark and Jessica (Du Plessis) van Jaarsveld 
on the birth of a daughter

• Orri and Arbel (Breuer) Ben-Nathan on the 
birth of a daughter

• Ricky and Tammy (Kallner) Treger on the 
birth of a son

• Trevor and Gina (Schneider) Alperin on the 
birth of a son

• Trevor and Stacey (Frankel) Crouse on the 
birth of a daughter

Births

Fabian and Terri (Zidel) 
Vögeli 

Joshua and Charlotte 
Greenberg 

Trevor and Stacey (Frankel) Crouse 

Grandparents: Adele and 
Alan Gross

Orri Ben-Nathan
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Daniel Schwartz and Yuval 
Cohen

Martin Zunde and Kiki 
Spyropoulos

Jarren Gordon and Dani 
Linden

Roni Hadar and Sergio Galo

Michi Azaraf and Rebecca 
Eliason

• Brandon Pieperz and Leora Cohen 
• Brendon Davis and Maayan Ben Shabat 
• Daniel Schwartz and Yuval Cohen
• David Rubin and Stacie Lazarus
• Dean Harrison and Savanah Rosenzweig 
• Eitan Epstein and Domenico Pulella
• Jarren Gordon and Dani Linden.
• Jonathan Tugendhaft and Bronwyn Kotzen 
• Martin Zunde and Kiki Spyropoulos
• Micaël Zollmann and Alice Winters
• Michi Azaraf and Rebecca Eliason 
• Rafi Nikfard and Chelsey Goldberg
• Selwyn Jankelowitz and Bev Lipman 
• Sergio Galo and Roni Hadar
• Steven Collis and Erin Miller
• Tal Kattan and Jessica Wood 

Engagements

Brendon Davis and Maayan Ben Shabat 

Micaël Zollmann and Alice Winters
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• Allan and Cindy (Gottschalk) Rosen 
• Josh and Ashleigh (Favish) Poyurs
• Martin and Bianca (Shevell) Suckerman 
• Max and Courtney (Fuhr) Truman
• Moshe and Helena (Kahanovitz) Unterslak
• David Bilchitz and Ruvi Ziegler
• David and Hadassah (Charnas) Danker
• Ryan and Chanel (Michaeli) Ellison 
• Ryan Canin and Marnin Romm
• Sholem and Danielle (Shakenovsky) Lange

Please email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org with all your simcha details and photos  
Return to front page

Josh and Ashleigh Poyurs Moshe and Helena Unterslack

Marriages

Sholem and Danielle LangeAllan and Cindy Rosen


