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Most South African learners lack access to devices, data 
and quality educational resources.   

What King David experiences or Jewish 
values motivate you?
My family and my King David experience instilled in me 
a deep sense of community and social consciousness - 
which has led me in my career path and priorities.. 

What drives you to make an impact?
I am passionate about levelling the playing field between 
students across the private and public education sector 
through technology. I am also passionate about how 
technology can empower students with disabilities and 
special needs, through our inclusion and accessibility 
programmes.  

Tell us about your family
My mentor was my late father – Dr Irving Lissoos – he 
taught me to never stop learning, his love for acquiring 
knowledge was contagious. He also stressed that above 
all - integrity, kindness, humour and generosity are key.  
And lastly – only boring people get bored – there is too 
much new to learn!  

Words to live by:  
Be passionate. Be kind. It’s about the people, not the 

goods. Be aware.  And always keep learning.   

What did you study?
After completing matric at KDVP, I studied French, 
English and Industrial Psychology (WITS). 

What work do you do and why did you 
choose this path?
I have been in the SA education technology space for 
the past 20 years. Before that I worked in the advertising 
industry in JHB and London.  Through the Think Ahead 
and iSchoolAfrica programmes - my teams focus on 
bringing innovative education solutions including Apple 
technology to schools across South Africa. From private 
to public sector, including 200 rural and township 
schools through the iSchoolAfrica programme.

How has this been impacted by Coronavirus?
Being in the education sector during COVID-19 has 
presented many challenges, opportunities and learnings. 
As schools around the country have closed, impacting 
millions of learners one thing we know more than ever is 
the need for education to adapt, transform and become 
more equitable. My aim is to assist matric learners 
whose studies been seriously impacted by COVID-19. 
Distributing digital learning kits - including refurbished 
iPads, curriculum content, live teacher study groups and 
peer mentoring groups. 

How have you innovated to overcome life 
challenges
The lessons learned provide opportunities to re-envision 
what schools and learning can be.  
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