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FROM THE 
WOLF’S MOUTH 
“Cometh the hour, cometh the man/woman”
(with the alternative addition for 
obvious reasons)

predicted these successes during their schooldays.  For me the answer 
is obvious! Though one can recognise the talents of one’s students in the 
classroom, when one deals with human beings there are too many other 
factors later in their lives that could influence behaviour and performance. 
Perhaps, my situation is much like that of Macbeth of Shakespeare fame 
when he met the witches and asked, “If you can look into the seeds of 
time, and say which grain will grow and which will not, speak then to 
me.” I assure you that there are certainly no witch-like or other mystical 
sources of information available to me, and I must admit the same sense of 
uncertainty about predictions for the future!

Many of you may recall my special love of gardening, a pastime that has 
afforded me such great pleasure throughout my life and has proved so 
therapeutic. I believe that I find in gardening the quality of certainty for 
the future that is the exact opposite of my teaching experience. I know 
that if I plant a petunia seed, I can expect in time it will produce the flower 
of a petunia, that an acorn will produce an oak, not a hydrangea! And so, 
gardening has been my refuge from the uncertain world of education and 
human beings with their unpredictability.

Finally, I take the opportunity in this the last newsletter of 2020, to pay 
tribute to Rabbi Craig Kacev, who leaves the South African Board of 
Jewish Education at the end of this year after seventeen years of excellent 
service.  Rabbi Kacev is the perfect living example of “cometh the hour, 
cometh the man” for in every aspect of his service to Jewish education 
this has been validated. My association with the Rabbi began over twenty 
years ago when he was appointed to teach Jewish Studies at KDHS 
Linksfield. How auspicious an introduction that proved to be, for after a 
stint at KDHS Victory Park, Rabbi Kacev was appointed General Director 
of the South African Board of Jewish Education at a difficult period in its 
history. In a short time, Rabbi proved his worth, and the total dedication 
to his many responsibilities had its effects on all aspects of education in 
our KD schools.  We thank Rabbi Kacev for his inspiration, guidance and 
compassion and assure him that his legacy will never be forgotten. We 
wish him and his family much further success and happiness on their aliya 
and feel sure that the Kacev family will make their mark in their new home 
in Israel. 

Rabbi Kacev will be replaced by Rabbi Ricky Seeff, who has completed a 
very successful principalship at King David Victory Park Primary School. 
His appointment as Director of the SABJE is truly historic. For he is the 
first KD graduate to fill this important post.  I am proud to have played a 
part in Rabbi Ricky’s high school career, where was elected Deputy Head 
Prefect! However, I must admit that had you asked me when he was a 
schoolboy whether he would choose a career in Jewish education, as 
explained earlier, I would NOT have been able to give a clear answer! I wish 
Rabbi Seeff much success and fulfilment in this important position and am 
confident that he will very quickly make his positive mark on education in 
our schools.

Wishing you all the best for 2021. Keep safe and well.

Best wishes
Elliot Wolf

In this newsletter we have highlighted the achievements of some of our 
alumni/alumnae, and how proud we all feel of these successes over a wide 
spectrum of activities. I have often been asked whether I could have

This well-known maxim has 
certainly proved its validity in the 
last few months, when all over 
the world we have witnessed 
remarkable examples of heroic 
human endeavour to combat 
the Covid epidemic. In the local 
educational sphere, I salute our 
teachers and professional staff, 
who have risen to the challenge 
and have certainly achieved 
miracles long before Chanukah!
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2020 began with much optimism, but as I look back on the 
year, the words that come to mind are ‘Covid, novel virus, 
pandemic and unprecedented challenges’.  Who could ever 
have imagined such a year, one that would bring about so 
much uncertainly, fear and hardship? And yet, despite what 
has been the most trying of circumstances, I am very proud 
to say that our King David Schools can hold their heads high 
and say we not only endured Covid but prospered under the 
harshest of circumstances.

The pandemic together with the impending economic 
recession severely affected our fundraising efforts, with some 
of our loyal donors having to limit or cease their charitable 
contributions.  This situation was exacerbated by the large 
number of parents who appealed to the South African Board 
of Education (SABJE) for a remission of fees. 

Our mandate at the King David Schools Foundation (KDSF) 
has always been the excellence and ‘sustainability’ of King 
David Schools, and we have invested 10 years investing in 
our schools, while building an Endowment Fund ‘for the 
future needs of King David’, the schools at the heart of our 
community’s vibrancy. We could never have known that it 
would have to be used to assist in times like these, yet it did! 

The KDSF allocated R20 million, in the form of a grant from the 
Endowment Fund to the SABJE to help families experiencing 
financial difficulty as a result of this pandemic. Parents who 
were unable to pay school fees were offered a variety of 
financial solutions to ensure that no child should leave King 
David due to Covid.  

When South Africa went into lockdown, many experts 
predicted that 2020 may be a ‘lost’ year for tens of thousands 
of children languishing at home. Fortunately, this was not the 
case for the students of King David Schools. Within 4 weeks, 
teachers across King David Schools were trained and upskilled 
for remote learning and furnished with equipment and the 
connectivity needed. Provisions were also made to assist 
learners with laptops and internet access to ensure that they 
were provided with the tools they needed to access classes 
online, thereby ensuring that students were kept up to date on 
their school syllabus. 

We are proud to have stepped forward for the King David 
community, and, together with SABJE, were able to protect 
and preserve Jewish Education through a global pandemic.

It is at times like these that one visibly sees the benefit of 
having set up the King David Schools’ Foundation, which can
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come to the aid of KD families in a crisis, while still ensuring 
the long-term financial sustainability of our schools, and for 
this we are truly grateful to all our loyal donors and supporters.

My thanks, as always,  must go to my wonderful team - to 
my colleague and teacher, Elliot Wolf, whose dedication to 
our schools and whose passion for Jewish education knows 
no limits, and to our dedicated colleagues Gila Glazer, Shana 
Sassen, Andrea Nussbaum and Janine Levy for all their hard 
work and commitment. 

Thank you to our devoted Chairman and all our dedicated 
Trustees who give so willingly of their time, experience and 
counsel. Two Trustees, who have been involved since the re-
formation of the Foundation in 2010, Jonathan Hackner and 
Michael Mendelowitz, will be rotating off the KDSF Board in 
December, and I am so grateful to them for their invaluable 
assistance and commitment over the past 10 years We are 
pleased to welcome Dionne Hirschowitz and Stuart Stone to 
the Board and look forward to their contribution. 

Rabbi Kacev who has led SABJE and King David Schools for 
the past 17 years and whose leadership and support guided 
us all through this pandemic, will be making Aliya in the new 
year. I want to express my heartfelt thanks to Rabbi Kacev, 
to whom I will always be indebted, for his counsel, guidance 
and friendship over the past 10 years that I have been at the 
Foundation, and wish him well for this next phase of his life. I 
would also like to welcome our esteemed colleague and friend, 
Rabbi Ricky Seeff as General Director and wish him much luck 
in this new position. 

I recently read and loved an analogy that Rabbi Ricky used 
of Noah’s ark as a paradigm for how we survive in a world 
of chaos- ‘One needs a safe place, surrounded by family and 
community, in which one focuses on values and what is really 
important in order to weather the storm. After 2020, we need 
community and community institutions more than ever, and 
I believe that the SABJE plays this role in the lives of our 
families’.

We thank you again, our wonderful donors and supporters, 
for giving us the means to support the efforts of the SABJE, 
a critical asset of our wonderful Johannesburg Jewish 
community. 

Stay safe and well and may you all have a peaceful year-end 
break, as we look forward to a brighter future.

WRAP OF 
THE YEAR
- Raelene Tradonsky 
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Adam Pantanowitz is an electrical and biomedical engineer, 
entrepreneur, technologist, motivational speaker, researcher, 
and philanthropist. 

An expert and enthusiast of artificial intelligence, Adam fills 
his time researching, creating unique business ideas and 
developing technological platforms - all of which revolve around 
healthcare, biotechnology and automation. Adam can be found 
hacking away at his laptop in coffee shops, lecturing medicine 
and engineering to thousands of students at Wits University, 
providing new ideas in the world of technology and business 
in think3dots, or delivering a keynote talk in a foreign country 
with Singularity University. Using his experience in engineering, 
software and entrepreneurship, his areas of expertise are focused 
on artificial intelligence, ethics, biotechnology, engineering and 
robotics. With 13 years of experience, Adam has and continues 
to use his skills as a technologist to disrupt and innovate in 
industry and think about change.

His impact has been featured in publications such as Forbes, 
Ozy, Futurism, together with producing an abundance of 
academic journals and patents. Adam’s work and projects have 
been released in hundreds of languages, making him a global 
phenomenon, with the worldwide interest piece “Brainternet”. 
Carte Blanche, Mail & Guardian, Man Magazine, and many other 
media platforms have spotlighted and captured his projects. 
This has all brought to light that which Adam continues to 
do for society: some other projects include an eye-controlled 
wheel chair; a non-cognitive brain transmission channel using 
light; a thought-controlled robotic arm with a light-invoked on/
off switch; a hands-free controlled surgery interaction system; 
a CPR monitoring system; a computer-based sign language 
interpreter; and an eye-controlled cursor using the vestibulo-
ocular reflex. Adam’s projects continue to grow in complexity, 
benefit and social impact. 

Adam is the co-founder of multiple startups such as AURA 
(a mobile security app), Tariffic (a platform to best predict a 
customer’s optimal mobile plan), Resolute Robotics (an online 
education forum to promote engineering and robotics),

Lawbuntu (a platform to democratise access to legal services 

(including South Africa’s first “free last will & testament”)), 

and think3dots (a start-up focused on biotechnology, AI and 

engineering). Adam was CTO of VATIT, the world’s largest VAT 

Reclaim business (2015 - 2017). He also consulted extensively to 

three of South Africa’s major banks, on matters at the junction 

of technology and business. Adam has launched a number of 

other businesses and initiatives, and is most passionate about 

helping and uplifting others.

As an advocate of ongoing learning and professional 

development, Adam is a Fellow of the IET, a Senior Member 

of the IEEE, a Senior Member of the SAIEE,, and is Chartered 

internationally as an engineer (CEng, EUR ING, CITP, Pr Eng, 
IntPE).

Adam’s own personal journey allowed for him to engineer 

his way around certain challenges, leading him on a most 

successful path. From a young age Adam has pursued the act 

of deconstructing technology in order to build a better and 

brighter future. In his quest to combine industry and academia, 

he continues to focus on the future, on technological innovation, 

and on education throughout. As a result of this personal 

journey, Adam has recently started shift.stream, a platform for 

uplifting stories of remarkable people who have turned great 

adversity into strength. 

“KDVP carried me through my schooling years at a time when it 

seemed impossible for me to graduate due to medical concerns. 

With hindsight, the ability for them to take a creative approach to 

my schooling was the launchpad that unlocked my career. Some 

of the noteworthy visionaries educators who got me through 

included: Joseph Gerassi (who not only believed in me, but 

creatively structured a curriculum to get me through, with Science 

and Bio to boot), Margie Solomons, Elizabeth Lever, Barbara 

Wolf, and Lauren Myers.”

Davidian Dynamite 
ADAM PANTANOWITZ 
(KDHSVP 2003)

For the last few months, the KDSF team has been mining our database for “hidden gems” among our 12 000-strong alumni 
community. We are proud to showcase the alumni who have excelled in their chosen fields and who are making a positive 
impact on societies throughout the world as Dynamic Davidians and Davidian Dynamite (18-35).

Nominate yourself or someone you think is Dynamic Davidian or Davidian Dynamite so we can share the 
nachas and help promote these achievements and successes to our readers sassen@kdsf.org  

mailto:sassen@kdsf.org
https://www.forbes.com/sites/daviddisalvo/2017/09/24/are-you-ready-to-have-your-brain-connected-to-the-internet/?sh=4e79b54b370a
https://www.ozy.com/around-the-world/how-this-bioengineer-linked-a-human-brain-to-the-internet/81732/
https://futurism.com/researchers-have-linked-a-human-brain-to-the-internet-for-the-first-time-ever
https://twitter.com/carteblanchetv/status/1098915307073294337?lang=en
https://aura.services/
https://www.resoluteeducation.com/
https://lawbuntu.com/
https://www.think3dots.com/
https://vatit.com/
http://www.ieee.org.za/
https://www.saiee.org.za/
https://www.engc.org.uk/
https://www.feani.org/feani/eur-ing-title/what-eur-ing-title
https://www.bcs.org/get-qualified/become-chartered/chartered-it-professional/
https://www.ecsa.co.za/default.aspx
https://www.theiet.org/
https://shift.stream/
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For the first time in its 22-year history, on the 29th November, the ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards will be held online and streamed 
live to an audience. As in previous years, the awards ceremony will acknowledge members of our unique community for the powerful, 
influential, and life-changing roles they play, but many of the award categories have been adapted to recognise people doing remarkable 
work during these unprecedented and unpredictable times.

Aptly themed HEROES, the awards ceremony will celebrate the men and women who have enhanced and improved our community 
during Covid-19. “We are celebrating our heroes. Heroes emerge in moments like these. Ordinary people have really grasped the mantle 

of leadership and provided such a remarkable example that we should all emulate.” Howard Sackstein (KDHSL 1982), Chairperson SA 
Jewish Report and ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards.

Many of the nominees in each category are King David alumni, including our own Executive Director, Raelene Tradonsky 
(KDHSL 1984), who was nominated for the Kia Community Service Award. Other King Davidians include:

Absa Business Leadership in the Time of Covid

Alan Browde (KDHSL 1968) - CEO and founder SA Harves

Dr Jonathan Broomberg (KDHSL 1978) - CEO of Vitality Health 
International, Global Head of Health Insurance at Discovery Group 
and Head of Healthcare of the Solidarity Fund

Dr Richard Friedland (KDHSL 1979) - CEO of the Netcare Group

Gidon Novick (KDHSL 1987) - Chairman of SA Harvest

Martin Sacks (KDHSL 1987) - Chairperson of Gesher Small Business 
Relief Fund

Shaun Woolf (KDHSL 1998) - All About food

Absa Professional Excellence in the Time of Covid

Dan Stillerman (KDHSL 2004) - Founder of Excel Academy

Darren Bergman (KDHSL 1995) - MP for the Democratic Alliance

Dr Daniel Israel (KDHSL 1998) - Medical practitioner

Kirsh Family Entrepreneur Award

Adi Kaimowitz (KDHSL 1996) - Chief Executive of Virtual Actuary

Bradley Davis (KDHSL 1996) - Founder of Ready Set Delivered

Liran Assness (KDHSL 1998) - CEO at Sekta Group

Nadine Hocter (KDHSL 2000) - Owner of Sheer Bliss

Europcar Women in Leadership Award

Genevieve Solomons (KDHSL 2006) - Executive director of Feed SA

Jayde Ronthal (KDHSL 2015) - Director The Friendship Circle 
South Africa

Lauren Gillis (KDHSL 1976) - Founder and Trustee of Relate

Olivia Krok (KDHSL 2010) - Founder of LivCurious

Romi Levenstein (KDHSL 2006) - Executive director of Feed SA

Roxanne Priebatsch (KDHSL 2006) - Operations manager of 
Feed SA

King David Alumni
Feature at the ABSA 
Jewish Achiever 
Awards 2020

Art, Sport, Science and Culture Award

Claudine Ullman (KDHSVP 2004) - Comedian and actress
 
Joel Block (KDHSL 2008) - Researcher

Jonathan Klein (KDHSL 1977) - Co-founder and Chairman of Getty 
Images, Inc.
 
Mila Ben David (Grade 3 KDJPL) - World Champion of the Pan 
American Kids IBJJF Jiu Jitsu Championship

Rabbi Ramon Widmonte (KDHSVP 1993) - Co-founder & Dean of 
the Academy of Jewish Thought and Learning 



NOVEMBER 2020 | KDSF NEWSLETTER5

Kia Community Service Award

Amy Pleaner (KDHSL 2004) - Back a pupil

Dan Stillerman (KDHSL 2004) - Founder of Excel Academy

Dani Silberman (KDHVP 2004) – Aloan Together

Darren Bergman (KDHSL 1995) - MP for the DA and Founder of 
Home Away From Home SA

Dr Brad Gelbart (KDHSL 1994) - CSO

Dr Daniel Israel (KDHSVP 1998) - Family Doctor

Dr Richard Friedland (KDHSL 1979) - CEO of the Netcare Group

Helene Itzkin (KDHSL 1983) - ORT Jet Manager Johannesburg

Jayde Ronthal (KDSHL 2015) - Director of The Friendship Circle

Julia Marcus (KDHSVP 2004) - Aloan Together

Marilyn Herson Bassin (KDHVP 1982) - Founder of Boikanyo the 
Dion Herson Foundation

Martin Sacks (KDHSL 1987) - Chairperson of the The Gesher Small 
Business Relief Fund

Michelle K Blumenau Alge (KDHSL 1985) - Co-founder of Go 
Getters - the South African Gett Network

Rabbi Jonathan Fox (KDHSL 1989) - Group Rabbi at the Chevra 
Kadisha

Raelene Tradonsky (KDHSL 1984) - Executive Director - King David 
Schools’ Foundation

Romi Levenstein (KDHSL 2006) - Executive Director at Feed SA

The ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards are organised and run 
through the SA Jewish Report Newspaper, which is a weekly, 
community-focused newspaper catering to the Jewish 
community of South Africa.

Capably edited by Peta Krost Maunder (KDHSL 1982), 
the newspaper (which is also available online 
www.sajr.co.za) reports on current and topical aspects of 
the South African Jewish community.

During her school days at King David Linksfield Peta discovered 
her love of writing, realized she thrived on the news and had the 
heart of a social activist. She was deeply concerned about what 
was happening to people in South Africa and our community 
during apartheid and felt the need to do something. She knew 
that the best way I could contribute was to tell the stories, 
enabling people to know the truth. That was the beginning of 
her career in journalism.

Peta studied Journalism at Rhodes University, and has worked 
on the Jerusalem Post, Sunday Times, Sunday Independent and 
Saturday Star. She was the managing editor of Carte Blanche 
and edited several magazines, including the Wits Business 
School Journal and The Media. She says “When I took on the 
editorship of the SA Jewish Report three and a half years 
ago, it felt like I had come home. I am passionate about this 
newspaper and making sure we keep our community informed 
about everything that impacts on them”.

We thank Peta Krost and Howard Sackstein for the indispensable 
role that they, and The SA Jewish Report, play in the South 
African Jewish community. 

Humanitarian Award

Amy Pleaner (KDHSL 2004) - Back a pupil 

Bianca Gewer (KDHSL 1997) - Director of Afrika Awake

Cindy Kree (KDHSVP 2004) - Executive Director at The Union of 
Jewish Women Johannesburg

Darren Bergman (KDHSL 1995) - MP for the DA and Founder of 
Home Away From Home SA 

Dr Richard Friedland (KDHSL 1979) - CEO of the Netcare Group 

Genevieve Solomons (KDHSL 2006) - Executive Director 
of Feed SA

Gidon Novick (KDHSL 1987) - Chairman of SA Harvest 

Jayde Ronthal (KDSHL 2015) - Director of The Friendship Circle

Marilyn Herson Bassin (KDHSVP 1982) - Founder of Boikanyo the 
Dion Herson Foundation

Romi Levenstein (KDHSL 2006) - Executive Director at Feed SA 

Roxanne Priebatsch (KDHSL 2006) - Operations Manager Feed SA 
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Success Begins at 
King David Schools

Cody Rosin (KDHSL 2021)
     
Cody Rosin, a Grade 11 student at King David High School Linksfield, has been instrumental in getting the school 
“online”. Cody didn’t know much about websites until he began experimenting with his first website at the 
beginning of his Grade 10 year. Since then, he has been involved in creating several different websites for the 
school: 

   1. The KDL Tuckshop website - an e-commerce platform that allows students to pre-order and pay for their tuckshop   
 meals fully online. He developed this website to try and minimize the use of contact payments during the Covid-19   
 pandemic at the tuckshop. https://kdltuckshop.co.za/ 

   2. The KDL News website - A platform which allows all the various committees in the school to post 
 their weekly news on the website. He developed this website to find a more intuitive way for students                 
               to keep up with the latest committee news across the school and to step away from the standard WhatsApp 
 announcement messages. https://kdlnews.onuniverse.com/ 

   3. The KDL Linktree website - this is a website which has a list of all the relevant King David Linksfield 
 links to allow students to effortlessly find the correct links that they may require. He created this website    
 because of the frequent hassle he had to endure when trying to find the necessary links on Whatsapp and social media. 
 https://linktr.ee/kingdavidlinksfield 

   4. The Directs You to Good website - a website created to raise money for the Compass organization through    
 selling virtual raffle tickets, virtual challah bake tickets and promoting the creation of food/ toiletry packs all through 
 the website https://www.directsyoutogood.co.za/

Jonathan Utian (KDHSVP 2020)  
     
Jonathan Utian, a Grade 12 student at King David High School Victory Park, has created 
an educational program called Periodic Practice. 

The subject for this program lies within Physical Science, more specifically, chemistry. 
A large part of chemistry involves the manipulation, identification and understanding 
of Quantitative Chemistry. Quantitative Chemistry is centred on the amount of 
substance present within a reaction and is a fundamental part of what is examined in 
the senior grades of high school. Without a basic understanding of how to manipulate 
information provided, many students lose out on crucial marks in testing situations. Due 
to this unnecessary loss of marks, he decided to program an application which aims at 
developing the skills of a prospective student with regards to manipulating, substituting, 
and calculating values pertaining to the amount of substance present. 

His program will allow students to practice and test their knowledge by giving them the 
opportunity to identify, interpret and subsequently answer calculation-based questions 
which pertain to the following concepts: mols, volume, number of particles and 
concentration. This will be achieved by either providing the student with quantitative 
calculation-based questions, which relate to either molecules or atoms. If the student 
correctly answers the calculation, the program will display an additional question, 
however, if the answer is wrong, the correct answer will be displayed along with the 
solving steps so that the student can learn.

“I learnt how to create websites through YouTube videos, Google searches, basic 
coding skills through Codemy and trial and error. The incredible thing about 
developing websites is that there is always something new to learn and discover, 
whether it be learning about domains, manipulating code or having a deeper 
understanding in website security”

“I struggled with this in earlier grades and found I was spending too much time 
approaching those situations so decided to develop a program that could help other 
students”.
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Paying Tribute to 
Alex Maraney

We pay tribute to Alex Maraney who passed away 30 

September 2020. Alex, a loyal and dedicated supporter of 

Jewish education, was instrumental in re-establishing the 

King David Schools’ Foundation 10 years ago, and we are 

grateful to him for his vision and foresight which spurred us 

on to ensure the sustainability of our King David Schools. 

He leaves behind his sons Joshua and Saul, and sisters Joy 

Coplan and Della Berkowitz.  We wish them and all his 

family long life and may his memory be a blessing to all 

who knew him.

THE SEARCH IS ON  
FOR 2021’S   
DAVIDIAN DYNAMiTE
Now you can nominate yourself or someone you know as Davidian Dynamite.

We’re looking for alumni under 45 who have truly excelled in their chosen careers 

and are making a positive impact on the world. Let’s promote them and their 

achievements to our 12 000-strong alumni database.

Email a biography and picture of a Davidian Dynamite, flying the King David 

flag high, to sassens@sabje.co.za.
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A Library of 
Davidians 

Davidians are prolific writers and have published in every genre under the sun. We decided to showcase a 
few Davidian authors (and teachers) who are making their voices heard. 

BACK FROM THE BRINK 
- JESSICA SCHWARTZMAN 
(KDHSL 1988)     
Jessica has been confronted by 
adversity from the day she was 
born. It has taken her fifty years to 
confront it head on and take back 
her life. Jessica has spent much 
of her adult life serving others, 
working in the emergency medical 
field, and helping those who 
cannot help themselves. At times 
to the detriment of her own health 
and well-being.

This woman takes her readers on 
a trip, not only to the places she 
has been to around the world, but 
to some of the dark recesses of 
her own mind, and tells us of the 
despondency she has felt when her 
own body has failed her. We read 
about a woman whose remarkable 
determination has taken her 
through some trying times and 
despite what medical professionals 
told her; she was determined to 
beat the odds. Through hardship, 
she has persevered with a 
determination few can muster.

JEWELS AND OTHER 
STORIES - DAWN SACKS 
PROMISLOW
(KDHSL 1977)    
Jewels and Other Stories is a 
short story collection published 
in Canada in 2010. The stories are 
set in 1970s apartheid-era South 
Africa, and the collection was 
widely acclaimed. It was long-
listed for the Frank O’Connor 
International Short Story Award, 
and named one of the best eight 
fiction debuts of 2010 by Canada’s 
national newspaper, The Globe and 
Mail. “The deadlocked society of 
apartheid is strikingly rendered,” 
(The Globe and Mail). 

The author, Dawn Promislow (nee 
Sacks, KDHS 1977) has a novel 
forthcoming in 2022, also set in 
apartheid-era South Africa. She 
has lived in Toronto since 1987.

LESSONS FROM CORONA 
TIME AND AFTER - 
TREVOR WALLER 
(KDHSVP 1985)    
When a twenty-one-day lockdown 
was announced in South Africa 
in response to COVID-19, Trevor 
realised that he had a lesson for 
each day (plus one extra). Trevor 
decided to post one of these 
lessons on Facebook for each of 
the twenty-one days, with a little 
Corona ‘twist’ added to the mix. The 
feedback was so overwhelmingly 
positive and encouraging that 
Trevor turned the posts into a blog 
– and then into this book.
22 Lessons for Corona Time and 
After is Trevor’s take on living with 
meaning and purpose. Now, more 
than ever, we need to get creative, 
resourceful, and, most importantly, 
embrace new ways of being, doing 
and having. Together with Trevor’s 
personal stories, wisdom and wit, 
these twenty-two lessons provide 
a way to survive and thrive in 2020 
AC (After Corona) and beyond.

The book can be purchased, in 
South Africa and Amazon or Kindle.

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

Buy the bookBuy the book Buy the book

https://www.amazon.com/BACK-BRINK-JESSICA-SCHWARTZMAN-ebook/dp/B08HKLTCK6/ref=sr_1_10?crid=1OOX2SXBMX851&dchild=1&keywords=back+from+the+brink&qid=1603462015&sprefix=back+from+%2Caps%2C395&sr=8-10
https://www.mawenzihouse.com/product/jewels-and-other-stories/
https://www.redpepperonline.co.za/
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Buy the book

UNBECOMING - 
JOANNE FEDLER 
(KDHSVP 1985)     
While  on her  three-month marriage-
and-motherhood sabbatical in the 
country, Jo bumps into an old 
friend Fiona who invites her on a 
‘sacred’, silent walk to mark her 
57th birthday - the first since her 
husband Ben died.

The last thing Jo wants is to share 
anything about herself - these 
are Fiona’s friends, not hers. And 
what’s she going to say? That her 
young adult children have made life 
choices she doesn’t understand? 
That she has no idea who she is 
anymore? That everything is falling 
apart - even her happy marriage to 
Frank?

But the unexpected intrusion 
of a stranger into their secret 
location unleashes powerful and 
conflicting emotions in each 
woman, provoking conversations 
and confidences that stray into the 
shadowlands of motherhood, the 
mysteries of midlife, the future of 
monogamy and mother Earth.
Under the canopy of the open 
night sky, around a small, tended 
fire, the women share wise counsel, 
spill their secrets and offer up their 
stories, each exposing corners of 
truth the others need to hear.

SOLOMON’S STORY - 
JUDY FROMAN COWAN 
(KDHSL 1984)    
The closure of schools after the 
1976 Soweto riots leaves Solomon 
with few choices other than to 
accept his place in apartheid South 
Africa or to leave the country 
and try to force change. Solomon 
chooses to fight for freedom and 
embarks on a life in exile as a 
member of Umkhonto we Sizwe. A 
year later he is sent back to South 
Africa as an operative, with tragic 
consequences. Solomon’s Story is 
a fictional account of the true story 
of Solomon Mahlangu, a young 
hero who paid the ultimate price in 
his contribution to South Africa’s 
freedom.

The book is published by Macmillan 
and available in South Africa. There 
is also a 50-page abridged version 
published by Macmillan, which is 
taught in schools in South Africa.

YOU ARE HERE - STEFAN 
BROZIN (KDHSVP 1985), 
TOLD BY TREVOR 
WALLER (KDHSVP 1985)    
When Stefan was seven years old, 
his father died of a cancerous brain 
tumour. On the eve of his fiftieth 
birthday, Stefan’s wife succumbed 
to a similar tumour. Motivated by 
these two losses at very different 
stages of his life, this book 
explores how Stefan learnt to deal 
with adversity, and how he and his 
family learnt to make choices that 
allowed them to live in joy and 
peace.

“When suffering hits, in whatever 
form, we have a choice: to allow it 
to take us down or to rise up and 
meet it. My family and I chose to 
meet it. If the way we did it and the 
choices we made can bring some 
form of comfort to anyone who 
may need it, then this book will 
have served its purpose.”

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

Buy the book Buy the book

https://www.serenitypress.org/product-page/unbecoming-pre-order
https://www.amazon.com/Solomons-Story-Judy-Froman-ebook/dp/B005C3THCM
https://www.amazon.com/-/he/kindle-dbs/entity/author/B005JV8W50?_encoding=UTF8&node=2656022011&offset=0&pageSize=12&searchAlias=stripbooks&sort=author-sidecar-rank&page=1&langFilter=default#formatSelectorHeader
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48902998-you-are-here
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WASTELANDS IN THE 
HEART – BARRY YUDAKEN 
(KDHSL 1972)  
A family saga spanning the years 
from the early twentieth century to 
the early twenty-first century, and 
spanning across Europe, America, 
Africa, India, and the Middle-East. 
This epic saga follows the high 
and low points of a Jewish family’s 
travels across the globe as they 
endure the adversity of climate and 
geography, two world wars and the 
Vietnam War, while encountering 
both love and hatred.

The story follows four generations 
of a family through the journeys of 
four people as they each search for 
physical and emotional safe havens. 
The themes of losing and finding 
religious and tribal roots flicker 
in the background, as well as the 
untainted history of the Middle-East 
and the rival claims made on it.

ZEPHANY – JOANNE 
JOWELL (KDHSL 1992)     
The kidnapping of baby Zephany 
Nurse from the cot beside her 
mother’s hospital bed made 
headline news. Desperate pleas 
from her parents to return her 
safely went unanswered. There was 
no trace of the baby. For 17 years, 
on her birthday, the Nurse family lit 
candles and hoped and prayed.

Living not far away from the 
Nurses, 17-year-old Miché Solomon 
had just started Matric. She had 
a boyfriend. She had devoted 
parents. She was thinking about 
the upcoming school dance and 
the dress her mother was going to 
make for her. She had no idea that 
a new girl at her school, who bore 
an uncanny resemblance to her, 
and a DNA test would shake her 
world to its foundations.

Miché is now 22. This is her story – 
for the first time in her own words. 
Told with astonishing maturity, 
honesty and compassion, it is also 
a story of what it means to love 
and be loved, and of claiming your 
identity. 

ARI BARAK AND THE 
FREE-WILL PARADOX – 
SHAUL BEHR 
(KDHSL 2006)    
A Yeshiva is supposed to be a place 
where young Jewish men go to 
learn Torah. It follows an orderly, set 
routine and Decorum is observed. 
The food is occasionally palatable. 
The curriculum is predictable, 
following the tradition of centuries. 
In short, it is almost everything that 
Rabbi White’s yeshiva is not.

What conventional yeshiva, for 
instance, would employ a mute 
giant with superhuman strength? 
Or boast technology that would 
stun any future-tech company? 

when white nationalists were in 
power. It shows the loving bond 
between an outsider father, a 
Russian Jewish Refugee, and his 
South African born daughter, 
and how together they deal with 
poverty, Apartheid and anti-
Semitism. A secondary character, a 
black outcast, befriends the young 
girl. During their conversations, 
we learn about Bantu beliefs and 
mythology. 

Despite incredible odds, a father 
and daughter’s love is strengthened, 
and in their commitment to justice, 
they create a new order in a small 
area of poverty stricken South 
Africa.

HERSHON’S FOLLY – 
MIRIAM BEN-YAACOV 
(KDHSL 1966)
Narrated by various characters and 
shifting between historical events, 
political argument, and magic realism, 
Hershon’s Folly, is a family saga set in 
rural South Africa during the 1950s

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

Buy the book

Buy the book

https://www.amazon.com/Wastelands-Heart-Some-make-bloom-ebook/dp/B08682FC7Q
https://www.amazon.com/Zephany-mothers-daughter-astonishing-story-ebook/dp/B07WFJDY3H
https://www.amazon.com/Hershons-Folly-Rachel-Schultz-ebook/dp/B087416HDZ
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What Rosh Yeshiva would encourage 
his students to climb sheer rock 
faces? Or serve them food that 
routinely sends them into gustatory 
rapture? Or give them a practical, 
hands-on guide to the workings of 
the universe—including field trips?

Ari Barak, a mischievous ADHD 
teenager, meets up with the brainy 
Howard Segal, and together they 
quickly discover just how different 
this institution is.

After conversations with nine 
Goldman Sachs partners over 
a twelve-month period proved 
fruitless, Smith came to believe 
that the only way the system would 
ever change was for an insider 
to finally speak out publicly. He 
walked away from his career and 
took matters into his own hands. 
This is his story.

WHY I LEFT GOLDMAN 
SACHS: A WALL STREET 
STORY - GREG SMITH 
(KDHSL 1996)     
On March 14, 2012, more than three 
million people read Greg Smith’s 
bombshell Op-Ed in the New York 
Times titled “Why I Am Leaving 
Goldman Sachs.” The column 
immediately went viral, became a 
worldwide trending topic on Twitter, 
and drew passionate responses 
from former Fed chairman Paul 
Volcker, legendary General Electric 
CEO Jack Welch, and New York 
City mayor Mike Bloomberg. Mostly, 
though, it hit a nerve among the 
general public who question the 
role of Wall Street in society -- and 
the callous “take-the-money-and-
run” mentality that brought the 
world economy to its knees a few 
short years ago. Smith now picks up 
where his Op-Ed left off.

DRAGONS & 
BUTTERFLIES: 
SENTENCED TO DIE, 
CHOOSING TO LIVE  – 
SHANI KREBS 
(KDHSVP 1977) 
Shani Krebs didn’t fall in with a bad 
crowd - he was the bad crowd. 
Born to Hungarian refugees in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, Shani 
had a tough childhood. During his 
national service he started dabbling 
in drugs and it wasn’t long before 
he was supplying the Johannesburg 
party scene with marijuana, LSD, 
mandrax and cocaine. It was a wild 
life, filled with girlfriends, narrow 
escapes and drug binges. His closest 
friend was his pistol. 

In 1994 at the birth of South Africa’s 
democracy, Shani flew to Thailand 
where he was arrested for heroin 
trafficking and, after a trial, was 
sentenced to death. 

programs, women’s empowerment 
and human rights, rescuing 
victims in the aftermath of natural 
disasters worldwide, developing 
and providing life-saving solutions 
to those in developing nations, 
cleaning up and protecting the 
environment, and so much more. 
State of the Heart captures the 
unique level of concern, care and 
uncompromising sense of mission, 
undertaken by Israelis, within Israel 
and around the globe.

STATE OF THE 
HEART: STORIES OF A 
HUMANITARIAN ISRAEL  
– DAVID KRAMER (KDHSL 
1996)
In State of the Heart, David Kramer 
takes us on a journey of Israel’s 
humanitarian efforts that began 
more than 70 years ago and 
continues unabated throughout the 
world today. In this extraordinary 
and inspiring collection of over 50 
stories, personal interviews, and 
photographs, David describes the 
benevolence and altruism that 
characterizes the nation of Israel. He 
engages the reader with narratives 
that identify and provide a glimpse 
into the compassionate soul of the 
Israeli people. 

Featured in these accounts are 
descriptions of life-saving technology 
and innovation, helping the disabled 
and teens at risk, managing food 
collection and distribution programs 
for the disadvantaged, immigrant 
absorption and elder care, infertility

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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Buy the book

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1634925009/sr=1-2/qid=1507899348/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1507899348&sr=1-2&linkCode=sl1&tag=fretho-20&linkId=6a50a20491d4db955b2df70b5caf6fa2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16059838-why-i-left-goldman-sachs
https://www.amazon.com/State-Heart-Stories-Humanitarian-Israel/dp/9655243338


NOVEMBER 2020 | KDSF NEWSLETTER12

Buy the book

He was 34. Shani’s sentence was 
commuted to 100 years, and thus 
begun the greatest challenge of his 
life. The first hurdle was to survive 
in one of the toughest prisons 
imaginable: the random violence, 
the appalling diet, and the filth and 
diseases. Shani not only survived; 
he eventually rose to command 
significant respect within the prison 
system. The second was to stay 
off drugs after years of addiction. 
The third was nurturing a long-
neglected spiritual side, which he 
found through his art and exploring 
his Jewish faith. But what gave him 
most focus was, in collaboration 
with his sister Joan, trying to find 
some way either to be transferred 
to a South African prison or have his 
sentence shortened. He failed in the 
former but, after serving 18 years - 
the longest-serving Westerner in 
a Thai prison - he stepped off a 
plane at OR Tambo in 2012. South 
Africa was a changed country, and 
Shani was a changed man. After 
adjusting to life on the outside, he 
is now a talented artist and public 
speaker, rallying against drug abuse 
in schools. 

MY WACKY WELLIES - 
MANDY KREMER LOEB 
(KDHSL 2002)   
My mom thinks wellies are only for 
feet...Grown-ups have no imagination!  

When mom decides to wash a pair 
of grimy wellies, she’s in for a big 
surprise. Aimed at children 2 - 7 years 
old, this hilarious picture book takes 
readers on a wacky adventure to 
discover just how marvellous wellies 
can be. And not just when it’s raining!

book go to charity, in the merit 
of Lee-Ann Freeman’s complete 
healing. Lee-Ann (nee Friedman), 
also a KDVP alumni, was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer in 2017.

PUMPKIN THE PERSIAN 
CAT – CARYN JANIT KERR 
(KDHSVP 2003)
Pumpkin the Persian Cat is a 
picture book for children, with 
a Purim theme. Ester is the best 
baker in all of Shushan, but the 
horrible Haman wants to steal her 
recipes and claim them as his own. 
Ester’s beloved cat Pumkin, her 
best friend Tom and all the cats of 
Shushan, set out to stop. 

All proceeds from the sale of the

MISH AND MUSH – SHANI 
DIAMOND (KDHSL 1972) 
The Mish and Mush books are a 
delightful series of educational 
adventures shared by Mish, Mush, 
Didi, Hush and a host of adorable 
characters.

They explore Judaism in a fresh, 
engaging and fun-loving way. 
The Mish and Mush series have 
enchanted children, parents and 
teachers around the world. There are 
over 30 books in the series including 
Shabbos, some of the Chaggim, 
Around the Year, Alef Bais, Thank 
You Hashem and many others. The 
books are distributed by Feldheim in 
New York.

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

 

Where Did All These 
Leaves Come From?

Mish
and 

Mush

Shani Diamond, Sarah Baila Teleshevsky and Nissa Niasoff
Illustrated by Nissa Niasoff

Shani Diamond, Sarah Baila Teleshevsky and Nissa Niasoff
Illustrated by Nissa Niasoff

Thank You Hashem

MishMish
and and 

MushMush

Let’s All Run, Let’s All Race
Let’s All Catch the Alef Bais

MishMish
and and 

MushMush

Shani Diamond, Sarah Baila Teleshevsky and Nissa Niasoff
Illustrated by Nissa Niasoff

Buy the books

Buy the book

Buy the book

mailto:mishandmush@optusnet.com.au
https://www.amazon.com/Dragons-Butterflies-Sentenced-Choosing-Live-ebook/dp/B00JNYIUGU
mailto:kerrcaryn@gmail.com
mailto:loebmandy@gmail.com
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COMPLETING YOUR 
QUALITATIVE 
DISSERTATION: A ROAD 
MAP FROM BEGINNING 
TO END – LINDA DALE 
BLOOMBERG 
(KDHSL 1976)    
Completing Your Qualitative 
Dissertation: A Road Map 
From Beginning to End offers 
comprehensive step-by-step guidance 
and practical tools for navigating the 
personal and professional challenges 
that can arise during the qualitative 
dissertation journey. This is achieved by 
blending the conceptual, theoretical, 
and practical, empowering readers to 
successfully master both the content 
and the process of their qualitative 
dissertations.  The book, currently in 
its fourth edition is used in Doctoral 
programs around the world and is being 
prepared for a 5th edition to be 
published in 2022.  The current 
edition was thoroughly updated in 
2019 to respond to developments 
in the field of qualitative research, 
allowing for wider application 
of dissertation work within the 
evolving world of qualitative 
inquiry. As such there is a greater 
focus on how all qualitative 
traditions can encompass activist 
research and social justice inquiry, 
and enhanced coverage on the 
role of the researcher, emphasizing 
the importance of reflexivity and 
criticality. 

MUSCLE TESTING: A 
CONCISE MANUAL – 
EARLE ABRAHAMSON 
(KDHSL 1988)
Muscle testing - A Concise Manual, 
provides a reference for understanding 
how structure relates to function, and 
how by knowing function we can learn 
structural configurations. 

Often muscular anatomy is taught 
as a dry subject whereby each 
muscle is painstakingly reviewed, 
and the learner is expected to 
cite origin, insertion, action, nerve 
supply and blood supply. This 
commonly used approach may 
not necessarily aid understanding 
of muscle function, nor does it 
demonstrate muscular positioning. 
Through muscle testing, one is 
better equipped to consider how 
muscles function individually 
and in working groups. It is 
the knowledge of symmetrical 
movement, range of motion, 
contractile patterns, resistance 
and gravity that provides the fuller 
picture for muscle function and 
dysfunction.

PERIOPERATIVE 
MEDICINE FOR THE 
JUNIOR CLINICIAN - JOEL 
SYMONS (KDHSL 1987) 
Perioperative Medicine for the 
Junior Clinician is the first easy-to-
read resource, featuring a digital 
component, on how to manage 
a diverse range of patients in the 
perioperative period, providing 
up-to-date practical knowledge 
and advice from a broad range 
of medical specialists caring for 
surgical patients.

Perioperative Medicine for the 
Junior Clinician provides a guide 
to perioperative care, covering 
principles and practices of care; risk 
assessment; laboratory investigations; 
medication management; specific 
medical conditions and complications; 
postoperative care and pain 
management. It also features bite-size 
videos explaining the key concepts, as 
well as case studies, investigations and 
quizzes. 

Ideal for final year medical students 
and junior clinicians, this digital 
and print resource will be an 
invaluable tool when working in 
this multidisciplinary, team-based 
specialty.

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/completing-your-qualitative-dissertation/book259355#description
https://www.wiley.com/en-au/Perioperative+Medicine+for+the+Junior+Clinician-p-9781118779163
https://www.bookdepository.com/Muscle-Testing-Earle-Abrahamson/9781912085651
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DOCTOR PLATZHUND’S 
PET POINTERS - MELVYN 
GREENBERG 
(KDHSL 1967)  
After having published over 700 
completely different articles on 
animals for newspapers and 
magazines over a period of 18 years, 
Doctor Platzhund was approached 
to publish a small book to assist pet 
owners. The publisher obtained 
sponsorship and the main 
benefactor was decided as Guide-
Dog Association for the Blind.
The Pet Pointers have been of 
incredible value with 2 topics - what 
to do with the arrival of a new baby 
and travelling with a pet. The article 
on the baby has been published in 
every magazine baby and mother 
magazine and that alone has made 
the book worthwhile!
The book also discusses animal 
behaviour problems and tips on how 
to resolve these.

ENGLISH & AFRIKAANS 
STUDY GUIDES – 
BERYL LUTRIN    
Beryl Lutrin is an ex-teacher with 
a special interest in remedial 
education. She wrote the Afrikaans 
Handbook and Study Guide in 1999 
from her awareness of the need for 
such a book. Based on the success 
of this book, in 2002 she wrote 
the English Handbook and Study 
Guide with Marcelle Pincus,

The English and Afrikaans books 
are best-sellers and are used by 
most of the top schools in South 
Africa and the neighbouring states. 

I CAN PRINT! WRITING 
FAMILIES - SHELLEY 
SEGAL AND JOY 
COMOROFF
This workbook is aimed at building 
confidence at a Grade 1-2 level and 
ideally should be used in conjunction 
with “I can! Pre-School Workbook”

The book is suitable for learners 
who will:
• Strengthen and develop hand 

eye coordination.
• Encourage correct starting 

position of letters.
• Develop fine motor skills.
• Develop and awareness of 

spacial relationships between 
letters and the importance of 
finger spaces between words 
when writing sentences.

CLICK HERE CLICK HERE CLICK HERE

Buy the book Buy the book

mailto:wendywoodvet@gmail.com
https://berlutbooks.com/bookstore/the-english-handbook-study-guide-grades-5-12-tertiary/
tel:0117881304


NOVEMBER 2020 | KDSF NEWSLETTER15

RICCI GOLDSTEIN 
(KDHSL 2008)   
Was published in the October 
issue of Getaway Magazine as 
a finalist in their photography 
competition, with his 
magnificent photo of two lions. 

KAY-LEIGH SUSSMAN 
(KDHSVP 2014)  
appeared on the cover of V!va 
Magazine. V!va is a weekly 
fashion magazine for women, 
published in the Netherlands 
and has a circulation of 70 000 
copies.

SHARON SPIEGEL 
WAGNER (KDHSL 2001)     
is playing the role of Despina 
Giannopolous in the local 
comedy drama, Bedford Wives, 
which is now on Netflix. She 
is also a regular on Vula Vala, 
the story of an aspiring soccer 
player, on Mzansi Magic (DSTV).

DAVID BILCHITZ 
(KDHSL 1993)   
became a member of the 
Academy of Sciences of South 
Africa (Assaf 
www.assaf.org.za). The Academy 
honours and recognizes the 
country’s most outstanding 
and celebrated scholars by 
electing them to Membership of 
the Academy so that they can 
challenge injustice and contribute 
towards a commitment 
to constitutionalism and 
fundamental rights for all who are 
vulnerable in South Africa, Africa 
and across the world.

STAN MATTHEWS 
(KDHSL 1986)
SuperSport United Chief 
Executive, was honoured for his 
contribution in football with a 
Chairman’s Award at the PSL 
Awards event during October.
He was recognised, for among 
other things, “creating the 
space and support for the rise 
of the most successful coach in 
South Africa”. 

TALIA SMITH 
(KDHSL 2014) 
won Gold for her movie, 
Umama, (a short film based 
on a true-life account of her 
‘domestic worker’) in the 2020 
Student Academy Awards. 
Talia received the news of her 
incredible achievement from 
legendary movie director Spike 
Lee, a former Student Academy 
Award winner.

TALI NATHAN 
(KDHSL 2014)  
Was featured in the Jewish 
Report for the critical work she 
is doing as a student on the 
frontlines at Milpark Hospital 
during Covid-19. 

AlumNews
Alumni making headlines

The King David Schools’ Foundation salutes Davidians making a difference on the 
Covid-19 frontlines. This month, our AlumNews features Davidians taking initiative 
during these challenging times. We celebrate them and are inspired by their example. 

We apologise, if we have unintentionally left anyone out. If you would like us to 
include your story in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org
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High school reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all over the world to reconnect 
and reminisce about school days. During Covid times, the KDSF has successfully hosted ZOOM 
reunions, enabling alumni from all corners of the world to connect and share memories 

The following ZOOM reunions have been scheduled for 2021. Final dates to be confirmed once we 
have established whether reunions can take place on campus or via ZOOM:

If you are interested in attending a reunion or assisting with your reunion, please contact Gila Glazer on glazerg@kdsf.org

Class of 1961

Class of 1990

Class of 1991

Class of 2001

Class of 1971

Class of 1981

King David Linksfield - 9 May 2021 

King David Victory Park - 21 January 2021

King David Linksfield – 14 March 2021 

King David Victory Park – 21 February 2021 

King David Linksfield – 6 June 2021

King David Victory Park – 23 May 2021

King David Linksfield – 2 May 

King David Victory Park – 11 July 2021

King David Linksfield – 11 August 2021

King David Victory Park – 7 March 2021

    UPCOMING 
    ReZOOMions
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Bequests

By nominating the King Schools’ Foundation in your will, you can help us to 
fund our Jewish future. Every bequest, whether large or small, will make a 
valued contribution to ensuring that King David Schools remain centres of 
excellence, while we continue to provide financial assistance to families who 

cannot afford full school fees.

If you are considering nominating the King David Schools’ Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your estate, please contact the Foundation on 27 11 480 4701

Alternatively please contact
 

Elliot Wolf wolfe@kdsf.org  or
Raelene Tradonsky tradonskyr@sabje.co.za
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Mazeltovs!
We love hearing about your simchas and apologise if we have unintentionally left anyone out.
If you would like us to include your simcha in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen on 
sassens@kdsf.org

• Adam and Tammy Ackerman Chaskalson on the birth of a 

daughter

• Ariye and Melissa (Osher) Mahdeb on the birth of a son

• Brett and Jayde Berman on the birth of son

• Craig and Romy (Reichman) Salit on the birth of a daughter

• Daniel and Louise (Kotze) Frohlich on the birth of a son

• Evan and Debbi (Roseman) Papel on the birth of a son

• Gary and Tammy (Hack) Brower on the birth of a son

• Gary and Natasha (Brainin) Vidergauz on the birth of a daughter

• Jared and Farryn (Schneiderman) Kangisser on the birth of a 

daughter

• Jeremy and Romy Hoffman on the birth of a son

• Jonathan and Talia (Farber) Isaacs on the birth of triplet girls

• Idan and Lori (Wachenheimer) Wiesenbacher on the birth of a 

son 

• Marcho and Bianca (Wiener) Schiavini on the birth of a son

• Paul and Jenna (Ferrer) Tooch on the birth of a son

• Ryan and Mai (Sachs) Shmeizer on the birth of a daughter 

Births

Evan and Debbi Papel 

Melissa Mayheb

Ryan Shmeizer

Brandon and Dani (Kaplan) Katz 

Adam and Tammy 
Ackerman Chaskalson

Daniel and Louise Frohlich
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Adam Traube and 
Talya Brouze

Dale Ressel and 
Lucy Tamara

Ben Affuta and 
Staci Krawitz

Ezra Snukal and
Rachel Shear

Justin Berman and 
Tann Behrmann

Rael Colley and Galia 
Mensky

Yuval Harton-Hotinsky and 
Maxine Solomon

Kevin Flowers and Danya 
Lipshitz

Ricky Ormsby and 
Kim Spilkin

Ziev Shani and Tamar Miller

Idan Jaan and Alicia Roffey

Orry Messer and 
Amy Shenker

Lawrence Baker and 
Lara Luck

• Adam Traube and Talya Brouze

• Ben Affuta and Staci Krawitz

• Dale Ressel and Lucy Tamara

• Eytan White and Shiri Berzack

• Ezra Snukal and Rachel Shear

• Idan Jaan and Alicia Roffey

• Justin Berman and Tann Behrmann

• Kevin Flowers and Danya Lipshitz

• Lawrence Baker and Lara Luck

• Matt Lurie and Natasha Miller

• Orry Messer and Amy Shenker

• Rael Colley and Galia Mensky

• Ricky Ormsby and Kim Spilkin

• Yuval Harton-Hotinsky and Maxine Solomon

• Ziev Shani and Tamar Miller 

Engagements
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• Gadi and Caylene Chait

• Dean and Demi (Sacks) Gerber 

Please email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org with all your simcha details and photos  
Return to front page

Marriages

Gadi and Caylene Chait Dean and Demi Gerber




