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WOMEN’S WEALTH

What work do you do and why did 
you choose this field?

I am a financial planner and I work 
with my clients regarding their 
overall risk and investment needs, 
and assist with optimum planning 
during their various life stages and 
life events they experience.

This field seemed to choose me, I got 
into the industry during my Industrial 
Psychology Honours year and never 
left. I enjoyed the freedom/flexibility 
of working my own hours in a 
business that belonged to me, and 
more so the interaction I get with 
many different people from all walks 
of life. This includes the exposure to 
different ways of living and different 
industries. I feel this career has added 
immense life knowledge and skills 
I would not have gotten elsewhere. 
Furthermore, the life changing 
benefits of the products in my field, 
provide a feeling that I am adding 
value to the people and families I 
work and relate with.

Candy (Gross) Kagan
KDHSL 2000
Financial Planner

Are women more emotional about 
money? Is this a bad thing?

I believe this is a generalisation, 
certain people are more emotional 
about money than others. I have 
plenty couples where the man makes 
more emotional decisions when it 
comes to money and has the greater 
emotional reactions to it. Money 
means different things to everyone. 
Some are dependent on it as a means 
of security. Others see money as 
simply a by-product of working their 
passions. Others are obsessed with 
attaining as much wealth as they 
can. Our beliefs around money are 
built on so many factors including 
those from our childhood. For 
example, how our parents related to 
money and how this affected us, how 
our friends families related to money 
and how our school environment 
was shaped according to wealth. 
These are the emotional building 
blocks that start our relationship 
with money, and then we mould this 
according to our own various life 
experiences and lessons.

What is something that women can 
do today to make wise financial 
decisions?

I think the best advice is to pay 
yourself first! By this I mean it is 
important to strategically place 
money away and build a nest egg. 
Place your money in investment 
vehicles most suited to your 
circumstances. Just because your 
friend places her money in product 
A does not mean this will be best 
suited to you. We all have an array of 
circumstances that require tailored 
products. If financial matters are 
not your strength, then get trusted 
referrals and work with someone you 
feel understands you and is someone 
you can trust.

What Jewish woman (past or 
present) inspires you and why?

To sound cliched this would be 
my mother. She raised us a single 
parent with very little support, yet 
her determination saw her educate 
herself around financial matters to a 
level that I am in awe of. She is the 
reason I ended up in this profession 
and she has built more than wealth. 
She rose above incredible odds and 
instilled in us a grit that I am forever 
grateful for. She maintains that there 
is always something to be grateful 
for, and this is an adage/lesson I 
believe can see all of us through.
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