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Women’s Day Supplement

Women’s Health, Women’s Wealth,
& Women’s Happiness
In honour of Women’s Month in South Africa, we have created this supplement to our newsletter to offer you
some insightful life hacks in the fields of women’s health, wealth and happiness from Davidians in the know.
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From the
Wolf’s Mouth
Transported in time

A few days ago I received a truly remarkable newspaper cutting with
this photo from an unknown source that was found in a family album. It
describes an assembly at King David High School Linksfield. The year was
1955, the year of the polio scare, when the high school in its second year
had an enrolment of 120 students and was the first Jewish high school in
the Transvaal! The photograph depicts the staff, all eight of them, with Rabbi
Goss, the first director of the SA Board of Jewish Education and Mr Norman
Sandler, the first headmaster of the school. A photograph such as this truly
reminds us of how proud we can be of all that we have achieved in our King
David system with its three campuses with over 3200 students and of the
enormous contribution our schools have made to the Jewish community of
Johannesburg and to alumni all over the world for nearly 75 years!
The mention of the polio scare in 1955 mentioned in the article brought
back memories for those of us who experienced it, and was certainly a
reminder of the days when schools were closed to curb the spread of the
pandemic. Its similarity to what we are presently experiencing with Covid is
interesting with ONE significant difference – today lessons continue with online teaching though the marvels of technology and our dedicated teaching
staff!
School reunions too, have been transformed by technology, which has
offered us Zoom reunions and the opportunity to be transported in time
on an unprecedented scale! Gila Glazer from our KDSF office has mastered
the art of organizing such reunions, and the opportunity that they offer
of reconnecting large numbers of Davidians all over the world has been
remarkably successful and exciting. For me, with my long history at King
David High School from 1968 to 2001, to see my former students en masse
has been a remarkable experience and in my old age a wonderful reminder
of my very rewarding years at the high school. I must admit that I am grateful
for the sub-caption of names on the screen, because in my mind’s eye I still
see students in the prime of youth, frozen in time! Of course, I shall always
cherish the opportunities I have had to attend face-to-face reunions all over
the world, but these ‘reZOOMions’ certainly have provided an opportunity
for me to reconnect with former students from all parts of the world, and to
transport us to our cherished schooldays.
“The past beats inside me like a second heart”
Keep well and safe.
Elliot Wolf
P.S. If any of you know of fellow Davidians who are not registered on our
data base, please encourage them to do so by contacting info@kdsf.org

3

AUGUST 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER

Women’s Day Message
from Raelene Tradonsky
While our country is currently facing many challenges, we are
forced to concentrate on the positive and to live with gratitude
for what we have, rather than what we do not. I constantly try to
count my blessings and appreciate that we live in one of the most
beautiful places in the world, live among some of the friendliest
people and have some of the finest Jewish institutions, of which
King David Schools is one.

Women have always filled the role of ‘holding the family
together’ and contributing financially, but in these stressful
times brought about by the pandemic, they also have also had
to provide emotional support to the family, while taking on the
extra responsibility of being teachers to their own kids who
are at home, and being nurses to the family, even when they
themselves have taken ill.

Our teachers and staff have really weathered the storm of going
from traditional classroom teaching to total on-line schooling
as strict lockdown restrictions were once more imposed in
Johannesburg. In a beautiful poem recited by Rabbi Ricky Seeff,
the new General Director of KDS, he showed our true appreciation
of these super-heroes who have risen to the challenge: See here.

Ladies - you are the most essential workers. You are teachers,
nurses, chefs and even breadwinners - all in a day’s work,
without even leaving home. For getting up every day to do it all
again - we celebrate you. For trying to raise a new generation
of menschen - we celebrate you. For your unlimited reservoir of
love - we celebrate you, and we dedicate this newsletter to you,
highlighting some special women in our community.

While we have many wonderful and capable male teachers in
our school system, the bulk of the teachers are women who also
have families, and many times young kids who are now at home
that they must contend with and juggle. In August, we take time
- an entire month in fact - to recognise the importance of women
and the role that they play in a traditionally very patriarchal SA
society.

As the worst of the winter months are behind us, and as the
vaccination programme finally starts to take hold in SA, we forge
ahead with enthusiasm, focussing on the glass half-full.

Raelene
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Women’s Health, Women’s
Wealth, Women’s Happiness

Insightful Life Hacks from King David Women in the Know!
In honour of Women’s Month in South Africa, we have created this supplement to our newsletter to offer you some insightful life hacks
in the fields of women’s health, wealth and happiness from Davidians in the know.
We explore wellness and self-care with a personal trainer, yoga instructor, physiotherapist and GP. We find out from women in corporate
finance and investing how emotions and money are entangled; how to be financially empowered from a Chartered Accountant and a
financial planner and, how to ‘shape the life you want’ driven by values not limited by money from an amazing philanthropist and social
activist. Finally, we unpack ‘what happiness is’ with a social worker and a Rebbetzin, and talk to women who are figuring this all out by
following their passion for the culinary arts.
These pages give space to ordinary Davidian women - wives, mothers, sisters and daughters, who may not be experts, but from whose
experiences we can all learn.
HEALTH

Gabi (Kruger) Riesnik
KDHSVP 1998
Personal Trainer

Nadine (Berchowitz) Hurwitz
KDHSL 1991
Yoga Teacher

SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Ortal (Shklaz) Sharp
KDHSVP 1999
Chartered Accountant

Candy (Gross) Kagan
KDHSL 2000
Financial Planner

Vikki Newfield-Davidoff
KDHSVP 2002
General Practioner
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Tami (Woolfson) Newman
KDHSL 2001
Physiotherapist
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

WEALTH

SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Marilyn (Herson) Bassin
KDHSVP 1982
Human Rights Activist
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Caron (Sandler) Levy
KDHSL 1979 | Volunteer Dispatcher
for Hatzolah & Head of King David
Rosabelle Klein Nursery School
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

HAPPINESS

Carin (Marcus) Berman
KDHSL 1994
Clinical Social Worker
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Deanne (Blankfield) Sackstein
KDHSL 1991
Rebbetzin
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Candice (Garrun) Davies
KDHSVP 1998
Cooking Instructor
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE

Kim (Gelgor) Tobias
KDHSL 1986
Artisanal Designer Cake Baker
SEE THE ARTICLE HERE
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King David Schools’
Foundation Annual
Report 2020/2021
Our mandate as The King David Schools’ Foundation (KDSF),
the fundraising arm of King David Schools, is to ensure that
our King David schools remain centres of excellence and
that we preserve Jewish values into the future. Our proud
community ethos ensures that no Jewish child is turned away
for financial reasons.
The Trustees and staff of the KDSF firmly believe that
Jewish education is key to the survival of our special
Johannesburg Jewish community, and in addition to offering
financial assistance to families in need, we raise funds to
keep our schools excellent through teacher and curriculum
advancement, infrastructure improvement and community
outreach programmes.
In our latest Annual Report, we highlight the work of the KDSF
over the last financial year; we acknowledge the privilege of
being able to give SABJE a R20m grant to enable them to
assist families affected financially by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and we proudly showcase our beautiful campuses and the
infrastructure projects we have assisted with over the last few
years and will continue to assist with over the years to come.

We showcase Foundation events and projects and applaud
our schools for the work they are doing in underprivileged
communities.
We humbly acknowledge and thank our generous donors, who
enable us to do this work. We thank them for their unwavering
and continued support of our efforts to keep our schools
excellent, relevant and vibrant centres of learning. It is because
of them that we are able to serve current and future Davidians for
generations to come.
Click here to view our Annual Report: KDSF Annual Report
2020/2021
If you are in a position to donate to the King David Schools’
Foundation, no amount is too small and all donations will be
greatly appreciated. Please consider a monthly or once-off
donation to the King David Schools’ Foundation.
Together, we are funding our Jewish future
www.kdsf.org/donate
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New Elements Media Centre at King David Sandton
It is often said that a ‘library is a cathedral for books’ – a museum
for stories, where silence is law and the librarian rules. This idea
has been flipped on its head in the recently launched, magnificent,
new Elements Media Centre at King David Primary School
Sandton, which aims to reinvent reading and learning through
creating a wonderland of sensational spaces for the students.
The launch of the Elements Media Centre was a project motivated
by the passion of Natalie and Ian Lutrin, on behalf of the Lutrin
family and in honour of Ian’s late mother, Shelley Anne Lutrin.
In the early 1980’s, with no existing library at King David Sandton,
Shelley took it upon herself to establish an informal library at the
school. Her goal was to instil a love of books in every student.
She walked from classroom to classroom, pulling along a wagon
filled with books, determined to get every single child to read.
“The launch of the newly reinvented KD Sandton Elements Media
Centre is a tribute to Shelley’s early endeavours and it is an
honour to continue to carry her legacy forward”, says Natalie.
Aptly named The Elements Media Centre, the interior is inspired
by earth, air, water, and fire, with each element bringing its own
explorative magical experience to the space.
Within fire, students can read and play in the tepees, discuss
ideas around the proverbial campfire, play on the giant magnetic
Scrabble board or lose themselves in the largest Where’s Wally
feature in Africa. Flued columns and a wave table create an

“Under the sea” experience in the water theme, where students
read on spinning shell chairs beneath a giant suspended whale.
Tree snakes and tree pods provide a comfy reading space within
the earth element, and the final element – air, brings to life the
digital space where students can share thoughts and ideas, and
explore the latest technology in the “cloud”. As if this is not
enough to transport young learners into a magical space, the
central ceiling is brought to life with a display of the universe,
with its planets and stars.
Together with architects and designers from Hubo Studio, this
incredible concept meets and surpasses the initial brief. “It’s the
space that every teacher is trying to book because it lends itself to
creating stimulating, interactive lessons using top-of-the-range
technology and equipment and creating the perfect environment
for the students and teachers to collaborate, communicate, and
create views and ideas”, architect Asher Marcus from Hubo.
Lynne Van Dellen, Head of School, King David Sandton believes
it is an honour and a privilege to have the Elements Media Centre
on the King David Sandton campus. She says it is “a magnificent,
safe place for our students to use on a daily basis, where a trip to
the library becomes an exciting, explorative and magical learning
experience”.

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR HERE
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Donating as a UK Citizen made simple through
UK Fund for Charities
The King David Schools’ Foundation (KDSF) is a member of the
UK Fund for Charities’ International Programme, an organisation
that has worked with over 100 charitable causes around the
world since 2003.
UK donors can now donate to the KDSF online via this
organisation, and importantly, the UK Fund for Charities can
claim GIFT AID on your donation, provided you instruct them
to do so, which is also passed on to the KDSF. This results in
any donations made by UK taxpayers having an extra benefit
to the King David Schools’ Foundation. In addition, higher rate
taxpayers can also obtain a further tax benefit in their own tax
return.

For donations to the King David Schools’ Foundation via
the UK Fund for Charities (UKFC), please visit their website
https://www.ukfundforcharities.org, select the donate button,
scroll down to “Choose which International Programme member
to support” and select King David Schools’ Foundation. To
ensure Gift Aid is added to your donation, please ensure you
have ticked the Gift Aid option.

POPIA Act Compliance - Stay in Touch with Us!
South Africa’s Protection of Personal Information Act 4 of 2013,
came into effect on 1 July 2021, protecting our database from
any misuse of your personal information. The King David Schools’
Foundation has always taken the utmost care in collecting,
storing and using personal information submitted and will never
sell or share your details with any party.
Our database is made up of alumni, parents and staff who
continue to be invested in the success and excellence of King
David Schools. From time to time, we hope to share news about
reunions, events and alumni activities with our extended King
David Family through our newsletter, where you can catch up on

alumni news and developments at our schools. Should you not
wish to hear from us, please click the unsubscribe button at the
bottom of our newsletter email.
You have our commitment that your personal information is used
in a fair, honest, responsible, and secure manner that meets the
requirements of the POPI Act.
To view our Data Protection and Privacy Policy click here.
For more information or if you have any queries, please contact
Andrea Nussbaum on nussbauma@kdsf.org
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King David Victory Park
ReZOOMions 2021
Over the last few months King David Schools’ Foundation has successfully hosted zoom reunions for the King
David Victory Park Classes of 1990 and 2001 and the King David Linksfield Classes of 1961, 1971 and 2001.

KDVP Class of 1990
Although somewhat delayed, the
KDVP Class of 1990 finally got
to celebrate their 30-year school
reunion via ZOOM on Sunday 30th
May. Time, distance and Covid
did not stop this bunch of Victory
Parkers from having a great time
as they shared stories from the
last 30 years. They laughed at the
crazy times they shared on the
VP campus, including a hospital
visit following an explosion by a
naughty classmate!

KDVP Class of 2001
On Sunday 23rd May the KDVP Class
of 2001 celebrated their school
reunion on ZOOM. Alumni joined
from Israel, Australia, Canada, the
UK, the USA and South Africa to
reminisce and reconnect, many
for the first time in the 20 years
since leaving school. They shared
memories of their days on the VP
campus and caught up with stories
from the last 20 years.
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King David Linksfield
ReZOOMions 2021
KDL Class of 1961
The KDL Class of 1961 celebrated their 60-year school
reunion on ZOOM on Sunday 13th June! One of the first
matriculating classes from KDL, alumni from SA, USA,
London, Israel and Australia reconnected and reminisced
about their high school days on the KD Linksfield campus.
One couple from the class met at school and are still happily
married to each other! A guest appearance by their teacher,
Mr Isadore Kahanovitz (who turned 96 this year) made the
reZOOMion unforgettable as he shared stories of students
on the ZOOM call.

KDL Class of 1971
Over 60 alumni from the KDL Class of 1971 joined in their
50-year school reunion on ZOOM on Sunday 20th June.
A photographer and fellow classmate from the year
compiled a beautiful presentation of photographs from
their school days, which stirred memories and emotions
from their years on the Linksfield campus! Classmates
from every corner of the world, including Honolulu, joined
in to share the nostalgia, and despite the different time
zones, the reZOOMion went on for 4 hours!

KDL Class of 2001
The KDL Class of 2001 shared memories
of bunking, setting things alight, falling
through ceilings and so much more, as they
celebrated their 20 year school reunion on
ZOOM on Sunday 6th June. They cried tears
of joy as they performed the movements to
‘I would walk 500 miles’ originally sung by
The Proclaimers, and perfected by classmate
Jonty Angel! Almost 100 alumni from around
the world joined the ReZOOMion to share this
incredible milestone. The passage of time made
no difference as they all reunited to reminisce
and share the connections formed on the KD
Linksfield campus.
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				UPCOMING
				ReZOOMIES
High school reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all
over the world to reconnect and reminisce about school days. During
Covid, the KDSF has successfully hosted ZOOM reunions, enabling
alumni from all corners of the world to connect and share memories
The following ZOOM reunions will still be taking place in 2021.

50 Year
Class of 1971: King David Victory Park – 29 August

40 Year
Class of 1981: King David Linksfield – 15 August
If you are interested in attending a reunion or assisting with your
reunion, please contact Gila Glazer on glazerg@kdsf.org
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AlumNews

Alumni making headlines
DR JONATHAN WITT (KDHSL 2000) AND
LESLEY-ANNE GATTER (KDHSVP 1992)
Dr Jonathan Witt (KDHSL 2000)
and Lesley-Anne Gatter (KDHSVP
1992) were elected to serve
onto the executive committee of
convocation at the University of
the Witwatersrand. Witt and Gatter
scored the highest number of votes
respectively and are now part of
the official body which represents
the convocation, the voice of the
university’s alumni.

GREG BOROWSKY (KDHSVP 1999)
Greg Borowsky (KDHSVP 1999)
was nominated for a Grammy in
the 63rd Grammy Awards, which
took place in January 2021. The
song he composed, Let me Go, was
nominated in the category Best
Traditional R&B Performance.

AMY ELIASON (KDHSVP 2005)
Amy Eliason (KDHSVP 2005) was a
Castaway on Survivor SA: Immunity
Island which aired on M-Net in South
Africa during June. The eighth
season of the South African version
was the first season to be filmed on
South African soil. She was one of
20 chosen to spend 39 days on the
Wild Coast in the Eastern Cape in
pursuit of R1 million.

DANIEL POPPER (KDHSL 2001)
Multidisciplinary artist and sculptor
Daniel Popper (KDHSL 2001),
featured five, 15-to-26-foot-tall
interactive public art installations
that he created exclusively for the
Morton Arboretum, Human+Nature
Exhibition in Chicago. This was his
first major U.S. exhibition and his
largest exhibition to date anywhere
in the world.

LANCE GEWER (KDHSL 1982)
Lance Gewer (KDHSL 1982), an
internationally recognised South
African cinematographer was the
winner of the Best Achievement
in Cinematography at the South
African Film & TV Awards (SAFTA)
in May 2021.

JOANNE FEDLER (KDHSVP 1985)
Joanne Fedler (KDHSVP 1985)
recently launched her new book,
Unbecoming. This book is a
homage to all women in midlife it is her love song to the invisible,
humble, menopausal heroes and
to the stories of their lives.

HEDLEY LEWIS (KDHSL 1997)
Hedley Lewis (KDHSL 1997) was
a winner of the Panache 3rd
Annual Gauteng Men of Valour &
Visionary Awards for his work as
the CEO of the Smile Foundation.
The awards are held nationally and
internationally to highlight trail
blazers and men who give back to
society.

KERRI LIVINGSTON MARKS (KDHSL 2001)
Kerri Livingston Marks (KDHSL
2001) was placed in the top 25 in
the Mrs South Africa competition
in March 2021. She continues to
advocate for equal health care
facilities and opportunities for all
babies and children in South Africa.
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KAREN ZWI (KDHSL 1982)

DR RYAN FRANSMAN (KDHSL 2006)

Karen Zwi (KDHSL 1982) was awarded a Medal of the Order of
Australia in the general division as part of the Queen’s Birthday
Honours for her outstanding contribution and service to paediatric
medicine.

Dr Ryan Fransman (KDHSL 2006) was selected by the medical
student body to be inducted into the Distinguished Teaching Society
of Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine (JHUSOM) for
his educational leadership and meeting the highest standards in
teaching excellence.

MICHELLE LISSOOS (KDHSVP 1985)

GABRIELLA BLUMBURG (KDHSL 2012)

Michelle Lissoos (KDHSVP 1985),
Executive Director of iSchool Africa
appeared on MorningLiveSABC for
the work she is doing with fibre
provider Vuma in bringing the
online world and a digital future
to under-resourced communities
through their mobile Ipad lab
that moves from classroom-toclassroom bringing 21st century
skills to schools in townships.

Gabriella
Blumburg
(KDHSL
2012) produced the documentary
“I Am Here” which celebrates
Holocaust
survivor
Ella
Blumenthal’s remarkable life of
resilience, and her magnetic
personality, in spite of her
experiences. “I Am Here” won
the Audience Award for Best
Documentary Film at The Atlanta
Jewish Film Festival and has
attracted large audiences at both
Encounters SA Internatational
Film Festival and the Durban
International Film Festival.
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Bequests
By nominating the King Schools’ Foundation in your
will, you can help us to fund our Jewish future. Every
bequest, whether large or small, will make a valued
contribution to ensuring that King David Schools
remain centres of excellence, while we continue to
provide financial assistance to families who cannot
afford full school fees.
If you are considering nominating the King David
Schools’ Foundation as a beneficiary of your estate,
please contact the Foundation on 27 11 480 4701
Alternatively please contact
Raelene Tradonsky tradonskyr@sabje.co.za or
Elliot Wolf wolfe@kdsf.org
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Mazeltovs!
We love hearing about your simchas and apologise if we have unintentionally left anyone
out. If you would like us to include your simcha in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen
on sassens@kdsf.org

Births
•

Adam and Kim (Weinberg) Esakowitz on the birth of a son

•

Ariel and Daniela (Benjamin) Rosenfeld on the birth of a daughter

•

Clive and Melissa (Ullman) Sher on the birth of a daughter

•

Damon and Claudia (Swartzberg) Ivanisevic on the birth of a daughter

•

Daniel and Sara (Isaacson) Zinman on the birth of a son

•

Darren and Dani (Dribben) Lang on the birth of a son

•

Darren and Hannah (Eskenazy) Lurie on the birth of a son

•

Dave and Ronel (Zeff) Klatzkin on the birth of a son

•

David and Belinda (Resnick) Abramowitz birth of a son

•

Dean and Chana (Lewenstein) Marcus on the birth of a son

•

Dean and Michelle Taitz on the birth of a daughter

•

Eran and Danah (Taylor) Michaeli on the birth of a son

•

Gary and Talia (Britany) Katz on the birth of a daughter

•

Gil Cramer and Alison Ainsworth on the birth of a son

•

Greg and Jade (Blumberg) Gaylis on the birth of a daughter

•

Gur and Raphaela (Itzikowitz) Geva on the birth of a daughter

•

Hylton and Justine (Seeff) Herring on the birth of a daughter

•

Ivor and Lara (Fish) Resnick on the birth of a daughter

•

Lance and Jodi (Bersiks) Paiken on birth of a son

•

Liad and Jaimee (Joseph) Hadar on the birth of a son

•

Marc and Simone (Shuster) Pozniak on birth of a son

•

Mark and Loren (Samowitz) Lachman on the birth of a son

•

Michael and Saige (Epstein) Davar on the birth of a son

•

Netanel and Taryn (Seeff) Azizollahoff on the birth of a son

•

Peter and Mandy (Levin) Sacks on the birth of a daughter

•

Russell and Kim (Sarembock) Grevler on the birth of a son

•

Ryan and Shani (Hart) Bernard on the birth of a daughter

•

Ryan and Terri (Kaye) Lurie on the birth of daughter

•

Shane and Parusha Dorfman on the birth of a son

•

Shlomi and Desi (Greenberg) Yishay on the birth of a daughter

•

Vasi and Elina (Kolibius) Barbis-Katz on the birth of a daughter

Abramowitz Family

Eran and Danah Michaeli

Gaylis Family
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Gil Cramer and
Alison Ainsworth

Hadar Family

Herring Family

Taryn Azizolohoff

Katz Family

Pozniak Children

Resnick Family
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Engagements
•

Assaf Sarid and Caylee Talpert

•

Greg Robinson and Lauren Stein

•

Dave Nerwich and Lisa Schmidt

•

Jack Gruber and Lexie Maister

•

Dean Osher and Kim Garrun

•

Jayce Zidel and Nikki Silverman

•

Derrick Hyde and Sasha Edel

•

Josh Todes and Dani Victor

•

Evan Posner and Justine Friedman

•

Matthew Garrun and Kim Harrisberg

•

Gary Fox and Sivan Elad

•

Ricky Kadish and Sasha Goldstein

Evan Posner and Justine Friedman

Dave Nerwich and Lisa Schmidt Assaf Sarid and Caylee Talpert

Derrick Hyde and Sasha Edel

Gary Fox and Sivan Elad

Dean Osher and Kim Garrun
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Ricky Kadish and Sasha Goldstein

Greg Robinson and Lauren Stein

Matthew Garrun and Kim Harrisberg

Jayce Zidel and Nikki Silverman

Josh Todes and Dani Victor
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Marriages
•

Avram and Vanesa (Duek) Joffe

•

Jared and Batsheva (Goldstuck) Cohen

•

Dan and Lauren (Carter) Rosengarten

•

Rob and Dana (Dusheiko) Cluney

•

Elia and Sanel (Coetzee) Egdes

•

Shmuel and Jade (Messias) Leibtag

•

Evan and Cassi (Gewer) Rubin

Evan and Cassi Ruben

Avram and Vanesa Joffe

Elia and Sanel Egdes

Shmuel and Jade Leibtag

Rob and Dana Cluney

Please email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org with all your simcha details and photos

