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A Tribute to 

ELLIOT
WOLF 

I had already written a ‘Wrap-up of the Year’ for our final Newsletter of 2021, when my dearest 
colleague and wonderful mentor, Elliot Wolf - or ‘El’ as he was affectionately known to me - passed 

away unexpectedly. 

Suddenly, the wrap-up seemed insignificant, and I hope you will indulge me and allow me to start by 
paying tribute to an extraordinary man and a very dear friend. 

Elliot was an identical twin. He always joked that he was the older one, and that Jeffrey was ‘the after birth’ 
because 85 years ago, his mom wasn’t aware she was having twins. They were true soul mates and spoke 

every day. In a recent speech made on his beloved sister-in-law Barbara’s 80th birthday, he said ‘we were 
womb mates, roommates and soul mates’. People would often tell me that they had just seen Mr Wolf and I 

would joke that ‘If you saw him in Killarney, it was Elliot, if you saw him in the Hypermarket, it was Jeffrey.’ 

Elliot was a real intellectual and a true academic, but most of all he was a passionate educator, who sought to bring 
out the very best in every student. He took a genuine interest in people and really cared about them in a deep and 

meaningful way. As the enormous number of tributes for Elliot poured in, I came to appreciate first-hand the meaning 
of the saying ‘People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care’.

Elliot had an unwavering passion for Jewish education and particularly the under-dog. He came from very humble 
beginnings, growing up in Yeoville and like me, shared a passion for King David Schools and for helping those less fortunate, 

believing that one should be given the opportunity of a Jewish education of excellence, irrespective of one’s parents’ 
financial position. 

That said, he was a fundraiser who felt uncomfortable asking people for money, and that’s where he 
and I differed. I always felt that if I was not asking for myself, asking was easy. It was our job to 

ask, and ‘they can only say No’. On one of our first trips to Australia, a wonderful alumnus and 
donor remarked that we made a great ‘horse and pony show’ - I was the ‘iron-fist’ and he, the 

ultimate gentleman, was ‘the velvet glove!’

Early on in our time together, we saw the need to explore overseas donors given the large 
number of alumni who had emigrated from South Africa. Our SA currency had weakened 
considerably, and I understood how revered Elliot was as an educator, and how, given his 
genuine care and love of his former students, they would want to reconnect with him. 
He had an extraordinary memory and I used to joke that ‘he was my memory’ because 
my memory seemed like a sieve, compared to his. He would remember things about 
alumni that they had long forgotten and would revel in their success. He delighted in 
sharing his pleasure with them, reminding them of how their interest and passion was 
sparked at school.

We shared a love and passion for travel and boy, did we have fun doing it! We were 
wined and dined by many successful alumni to have come out of KD and he relished 
in being ‘treated like royalty’ by them. I was always very mindful of the fact that they 
were not coming to see me, but rather to embrace Elliot as someone who had played 
a pivotal role in their success.

He epitomised the meaning of a “mensch”. He was a man of enormous integrity 
& honour. Kind & compassionate, his word was his bond. On one trip to London, 
we were invited to an exclusive members-only gentleman’s club which required a 
‘jacket and tie’. They were unrelenting that they could not let him in as he did not 
have ‘the appropriate attire’. The irony was not lost on me, because he was the 
quintessential gentleman.
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Elliot remarked that it was a real pity because we were the personal guests 
of ‘Mr X’. At the mention of the donor’s name, the maître d’ flew inside and 
arrived back with a selection of their finest jackets and ties, and said ‘Mr 
Wolf, it will be our pleasure to welcome you here’. We giggled about that 
for weeks after.

Elliot loved to learn new things and kept his mind active by reading and 
listening to talks and shiurim. He started his day listening to the news and 
read the newspaper from cover to cover in the afternoon. He had a real 
passion for Israel and Zionism and would revel in any good news about the 
country. He would delight in any of the country’s accomplishments. 

We shared a love of theatre, and he was always so proud of the many alumni 
who had shone in the arts. He delighted in their accomplishments and tried 
never to miss a performance in which they starred.

He was a horticulturalist who seemed to know - and remember- the names 
of every plant he saw. I often teased him that it was easy for him as a former 
Latin teacher to remember these names, but how was I ever to remember?! 
We shared a love of roses, and he even had a rose named in his honour ‘The 
King David Rose’.

Elliot’s article ‘From the Wolf’s Mouth’ for the November Newsletter, 
which we have chosen to print below, was prophetically titled “Reason for 
Introspection”. In it, he wrote how a recent fall and injury to his shoulder had 
given him the opportunity to reflect on his life and times.

“At this stage of my career, I feel I must have a further challenge – to compile 
with much assistance a history of KDHS Linksfield. This is certainly not an 
easy task, as how does one restrict oneself when there is such a diverse and 
rich record of achievement. However, I shall try to accomplish this with an 
advance apology for any oversights. Chazak ve’ematz [be strong and have 
courage] will be my watchword in compiling this record. I hope that that it 
will reveal as many of the threads as possible that make up the rich tapestry 
of King David High School Linksfield.”

We will now aim to do this book in his honour, and as a tribute to this great 
man. 

People often told me that I was like a daughter to Elliot. Truthfully, after the 
death of my own father, he was like a surrogate father to me. He took a keen 
interest in me and my family and shared the joy of our success. As I look 
back on the last 10 years of working together, I realise what an honour and 
a privilege it was to share such an extraordinary relationship and friendship. 

May his memory be a blessing to us all.

Raelene Tradonsky 
Executive Director, KDSF
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Please join us for a tribute to the late Elliot Wolf, 
who brought so much light to the world.

Date: Tuesday 7 December 2021
Time: 7PM South African Time

REGISTER HERE

Elliot Wolf  
A Tribute

Elisha ben Shlomo

GENTLEMAN  •  MENTOR  •  MENSCH  •  KDHSL TEACHER  •  DEPUTY HEAD  •  HEADMASTER  •  KDSF DIRECTOR

https://bit.ly/MrWolfTribute
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I suppose that in life we all continue inevitably with our routine, and then 
unexpectedly something happens which shakes our equilibrium and prompts 
our looking back and into the future, and in so doing encourages our 
reordering of our priorities. That is certainly what had been the pattern of 
my life until a recent mishap, which certainly jolted my equilibrium and gave 
me the time to look back on my life and to reconsider my situation. Let me 
explain.

At a luncheon at the KDHS tuckshop for a group of 1981 matriculants after 
the highly successful earlier zoom reunion I was presented with a magnificent 
chess set, which had been carved by Porat Jacobson, one of the 1981 group, 
with a beautifully worded tribute. After the luncheon I fell and seriously injured 
my shoulder. I was rushed to hospital by our quickly acting and wonderful 
Hatzolah team, and X rays confirmed that I need serious surgery. When this 
was successfully completed, I faced many weeks of convalescence, and with 
it the time to re-evaluate my life. Of course, the fact that I am eighty-five years 
old played a major role in my thinking. And so, I have looked back on my 
career and onwards to my remaining years. 

Certainly, I have never rued my choice of teaching as a career, and my good 
fortune of joining the staff of KDHS Linksfield and Jewish education in 1968 
after ten years at Parktown Boys’ High School. Both my twin brother and I 
commenced our careers at KDHS Linksfield; in 1969 I was appointed deputy 
at Linksfield, and Jeffrey was seconded in the same position KD Victory Park 
– certainly the start of the lupine hegemony at the two schools! I certainly 
loved my years of teaching at KDHSL and the opportunities it offered for 
a wonderful learning experience and relationship with my students. When I 
was appointed headmaster in 1974, I faced new administrative responsibilities, 
but always seized the opportunity to return to the classroom. My wonderful 
experience as leader of ulpan groups at Sde Boker, Meir Shfeya and Kiryat 
Moriah also provided a great opportunity to be part of informal education and 
to develop a lasting love of Israel! Finally, when I turned 65 in 2001,

it was the time to retire, and I faced the inevitable leaving of a school that 
I shall always consider my magnum opus! My gratitude to my wonderful 
and loyal colleagues on the staff is immense, and I shall always treasure the 
success we enjoyed as a result of true team effort.

Retirement in 2002 was short-lived, for I was soon invited by Fay Lewis and 
Jeff Bortz (ז”ל ) to head the King David Schools’ Foundation to assist with 
fundraising. With little experience in finance, I accepted the position, and 
soon realised that conscience prodding, a high effective teaching practice 
with adolescents, was equally successful with adults! I am still involved with 
the KDSF twenty years later and have learned much from my former student 
and now Executive Director of the Foundation, Raelene Tradonsky. As a pair 
we have worked well and have enjoyed our many overseas visits that gave me 
the opportunity to reconnect with so many of my former students. One of our 
loyal and generous alumni in Australia humorously referred to my partnership 
with Raelene as the “iron fist“ in a “velvet glove”!

At this stage of my career, I feel I must have a further challenge – to compile 
with much assistance a history of KDHS Linksfield. This is certainly not an 
easy task, as how does one restrict oneself when there is such a diverse and 
rich record of achievement. However, I shall try to accomplish this with an 
advance apology for any oversights. Chazak Ve’ematz will be my watchword 
in compiling this record. I hope that that it will reveal as many of the threads as 
possible that make up the rich tapestry of King David High School Linksfield.

Fond regards

Elliot Wolf

FROM 
THE WOLF’S 
MOUTH 
- A Reason for Introspection

In the week preceeding his sudden death, Elliot penned his final “From the Wolf’s Mouth” which is prophetically 
entitled “A Reason for Introspection”. We have published below, exactly as written by him.
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After a devasting year in 2020, we began 2021 with far more optimism - 

vaccines to fight the pandemic had been developed and we knew it was 

now just a matter of time before we could get our kids back to school 

and into a fully-fledged learning environment. 

The raison d’etre of the King David Schools’ Foundation (KDSF) is to 

raise funds to keep our King David Schools excellent, whilst ensuring 

that those less fortunate in our community have access to an excellent 

Jewish and secular education. During 2021 this was really put to the test. 

We saw a huge increase in requests for financial assistance following the 

devastating economic impact of the pandemic, and it was at a time like 

this that one realises the benefits of having established the Foundation 

that could come to the aid of the South African Board of Education 

(SABJE) and the indispensable role that it plays in the Jewish community 

of Johannesburg. 

Once again, our generous donors continued their wonderful support of 

the Foundation and am proud to report that total commitments to the 

Foundation have reached over R350m, with over R287m of this already 

received, and the balance receivable over a three-to-five-year period. 

Continued support from donors has allowed us to keep our schools 

excellent by investing in infrastructure and teacher development, while 

funding a massive subsidy programme.

During 2021, with the harsh lockdown lifted and our kids returning to 

school, we were very excited to resume some of the exciting upgrade 

projects at our schools, in conjunction with SABJE. These included the 

redevelopment of the Victory Park tuckshop; the upgrade of senior 

classrooms at KD Sandton; the expansion of additional classrooms, 

art rooms, and music rooms at KD Ariel; complete renovation of the 

tuckshop area and upgrade to the media centre at KD Primary Linksfield 

and an exciting upgrade of the media centre to create a state-of-the-art 

multimedia facility at KD High School Linksfield, which will be completed 

in 2022. Two powerful generators, one on the Linksfield campus and 

another on the Victory Park campus were installed to provide power 

supply during power outages. 

My favourite part of this role is connecting with alumni all over the world. 

Reunions that we hold for 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 - and our first ever 60 years 

- are the highlight of our year, as we reconnect with alumni and see 

just how strong these KD connections are. Social distancing meant we 

continued to hold successful ReZOOMions which enabled Davidians from 

across the globe to virtually connect, reminisce and share stories from 

their days at King David. While ReZOOMions are wonderful, we look very 

forward to being able to hold in-person reunions again soon. 

One of my favourite projects of the Foundation is that of PJ Library, 

beautiful children’s reading books celebrating Jewish culture, values, 

and traditions. Throughout 2021, almost 3000 children in South Africa 

received these award-winning books, all generously sponsored by the 

Harold Grinspoon Foundation and donors to the King David Schools’ 

Foundation, in loving memory of Daniella Moffson. 

Sincere thanks, as always, must go to my wonderful team and dedicated 

colleagues Gila Glazer, Shana Sassen, Andrea Nussbaum and Janine Levy, 

for all their hard work and commitment. 

Thank you to our devoted Chairman and all our dedicated Trustees who 

give so willingly of their time, experience, and counsel, and to Rabbi Ricky 

Seeff, the General Director of King David Schools, for his unwavering 

support of our efforts. 

Last, but by no means least, my final thanks go to all our wonderful 

donors and loyal supporters for their continuous and generous support, 

so that we can uphold our King David Schools as a beacon of light to our 

special Johannesburg Jewish community. 

We wish you all a wonderful December break and a happy Chanukah!

Raelene 

A Wrap Up 
of the Year 
-Raelene Tradonsky



NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER7NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER6

Over the last year, the KDSF team has been mining our database for “hidden gems” among our 12 000-strong alumni. We are 
proud to showcase the alumni who have excelled in their chosen fields and who are making a positive impact on societies 
throughout the world as Dynamic Davidians (age 35+) and Davidian Dynamite (ages 18-35).

Nominate yourself or someone you think is Dynamic Davidian or Davidian Dynamite so we can share the nachas and help 
promote these achievements and successes with our readers. Contact sassens@kdsf.org  

This month the King David Schools’ Foundation is proud to feature Davidian Dynamite Kelly Odes (KDHSL 2015) who is a 
member of the IDF Spokesperson’s Unit. King David Schools pride ourselves on the strong Jewish and Zionistic values instilled in 
our students, and Kelly is a superb example of how King David Schools continuously affirm the unbreakable bond between our 
students and our beloved homeland, Israel. 
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Kelly Odes (KDHSL 2015)  is currently serving as a Spokeswoman 
in the IDF Spokesperson’s Unit. She is an only child and was 
born and raised in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Kelly studied Diplomacy and Government at Reichman 
University (IDC Herzliya) where she graduated Summa Cum 
Laude. As part of her final year of studies, she was selected to 
participate in the Argov Honours Fellowship in Leadership and 
Diplomacy, and she also interned for the Israeli Mission at the 
United Nations in New York. 

For the past 2 years, Kelly has been speaking, explaining, 
and influencing international public opinion and working to 
strengthen the legitimacy of the State of Israel and the IDF. 
Recently she was awarded with an outstanding achievement 
award by the Operations Division Commander in recognition of 
her significant activity with the international media. She was also 
recently chosen as Valedictorian of the Reichman University for 
the graduating class of 2019.

In line with Kelly’s great love and commitment to the State of 
Israel and her Zionist values, she plans to pursue a career of 
policy making within Israel and hopes to work in Knesset affairs 
in the future.

DAVIDIAN
DYNAMITE 

Kelly Odes (KDHSL 2015)

mailto:sassens@kdsf.org
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As 2021 draws to close, South Africa is beginning to emerge from a period of pandemic, corruption and looting to a normality of relative 
peace, an abundance of vaccines, international tourists on our shores and the Covid numbers at an all-time low. With a sense of new 
hope and new beginnings, the 2021 Jewish Achiever Awards is aptly named “Painting a Masterpiece of Hope” and celebrates the most 
remarkable South Africans who have provided leadership and hope over the last 12 months.

On 7th November, for the second time in its 23-year history, the ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards was held online and streamed live to an 
audience. As in previous years, the awards ceremony acknowledged members of our unique community for the powerful, influential, 
and life-changing roles they play.

“Many of our winners and nominees are King David graduates, but we have nominees from around the country too, and we think that 

our community should be proud of the extra-ordinary and disproportionate contribution we have made and continue to make to South 

Africa. We want to celebrate and highlight those achievements and new beginnings” Howard Sackstein (KDHSL 1982),  Chairperson SA 
Jewish Report and ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards

King David Alumni Feature at 
ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards 2021
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Awarded to a Jewish person who has achieved national 
recognition and acclaim in their profession during this period

•    Melinda (Isaacs) Suchard (KDHSL 1993)
•    Anton Meyberg (KDHSVP 1994)
•    Lisa (Tolkin) Rosen (KDHSL 1982)

Awarded to a Jewish person who has a proven track record 
in entrepreneurial ventures

•    Ariel Navarro (KDHSL 2007)
•    Simone (Openheim) Penn (KDHSVP 2004)
•    Larry Nussbaum (KDHSVP 2000)

Awarded to a Jewish person who has served the Jewish 
community with remarkable distinction.

•    Richard Friedland (KDHSL 1979)  
•    Bradley Gelbart (KDHSL 1994)
•    Helene (Silverman) Itzkin (KDHSL 1983)
•    Anton Meyberg (KDHSVP 1994)
•    Karen (Miller) Milner (KDHSL 1985) 
•    Martin Sacks (KDHSL 1987)
•    Eric Stillerman (KDHSL 1969) 
•    Raelene (Shapiro) Tradonsky (KDHSL 1984) 

Awarded to a Jewish person who has excelled in any of these 
spheres

•    Vicky (Friedman) Segal (KDHSL 1995) 
•    Lorri (Glajchen) Strauss (KDHSVP 2000)
•    Sharon (Spiegal) Wagner (KDHSL 2001)
•    Talia (Kodesh) Koursaris (KDHSL 1997)
•    Shelley (Meskin) Immerman (KDHSL 1991)
•    Caryn (Davidoff) Katz (KDHSVP 1997)
•    Hannah Rudniki (KDHSL 2016) 
•    Mila Ben David (Current Grade 4 Student KDSPL)
•    Dion Fransman (KDHSL 1987) 
•    Jonathan Klein (KDHSL 1977) 
•    Daniel Popper (KDHSL 2001) 
•    Lauren (Pasvol) Woolf (KDHSL 1988)
•    Penelope (Bernstein) Kingsbury (KDHSVP 1994) 

Awarded to a Jewish person who has played a critical 
leadership role in business during this period 

•    Martin Sacks (KDHSL 1987)

Honouring the leadership, success, and overall contributions 
of distinctive Jewish women in business or in the broader 
South African community 

•    Kerri (Prissman) Perlstein (KDHSL 2005)
•    Kim (Milner) Kur (KDHSVP 1993) 
•    Lisa (Tolkin) Rosen (KDHSL 1982)
•    Melinda (Isaacs) Suchard (KDHSL 1993) 
•    Michelle (Fisher) Pencharz (KDHSL 1984) 
•    Simone (Openheim) Penn (KDHSVP 2004

Awarded to a Jewish or non-Jewish person who has 
contributed substantially to the betterment of the lives of 
the people of South Africa

•    Alan Browde (KDHSL 1968) 
•    Richard Friedland (KDHSL 1979) 
•    Bianca (Rothschild) Gewer (KDHSL 1997)
•    Marilyn (Herson) Bassin (KDHSVP 1982)
•    Ricci (Janet) Kodesh (KDHSL 1995)
•    Kim (Milner) Kur (KDHSVP 1993)
•    Gidon Novick (KDHSL 1987)
•    Daniel Polakow (KDHSL 1990)

The King David Schools’ Foundation is incredibly proud of Lorraine 
Srage, Head of School, King David High School Linksfield and 
Daniella Nerwich, Executive Head: Talent Management (SABJE), 
and our own Raelene Tradonsky, Executive Director (KDSF), 
who were nominated in the Community Service Award - awarded 
to a Jewish person who has served the Jewish community with 
remarkable distinction.

We are also incredibly proud of our KDSF Trustee, Lynette 
Saltzman, who together with her husband Ivan, were honoured 
with the ABSA Business Icon Award for having built the Dischem 
Group into the empire it is today.

ABSA PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE – FROM COVID TO HOPE

ENTREPRENEUR AWARD

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

MANN MADE MEDIA ART, SPORTS, SCIENCE AND 
CULTURE AWARD

ABSA BUSINESS LEADERSHIP AWARD – FROM COVID TO 
HOPE

EUROPCAR WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP AWARD

HUMANITARIAN AWARD IN HONOUR OF CHIEF RABBI CYRIL 
HARRIS
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King David High School 
Victory Park Coffee Table Book 

The King David Schools’ Foundation is delighted to launch a 
magnificent coffee table book entitled “King David High School 
Victory Park, A Brief History”. 

The book is written and compiled by Barbara Wolf and provides 
a compelling and addictive trip down memory lane, with its rich 
tapestry of photos, news stories, musings, and highlights of over 
36 years, 1963-2000. 

“King David High School Victory Park, A Brief History” provides 
the opportunity to reminisce over past teachers, mentors, friends, 
memorable ground staff and notable alumni.

 It is available to purchase via the KDSF website 
kdsf.org/buy-the-kdsf-history-book/ with all proceeds going to 
the King David Schools’ Foundation. 

With limited printed copies available, we encourage KD Victory 
Park alumni to purchase the book and in doing so make a 
personal contribution to the future and sustainability of King 
David Schools, ensuring they remain both excellent and inclusive 
of those less fortunate in the Johannesburg Jewish community. 

https://kdsf.org/buy-the-kdsf-history-book/
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Chess Set Inspired by Yad Vashem 
Artefacts gifted to Elliot Wolf

As part of a fundraising initiative by the KDL Class of 1981 forty-year school reunion, a member of the class, Porat Jacobson, created 
a magnificent chess set which was given to Elliot Wolf as a treasured gift from the group. 

Porat chose to make a chess set that was inspired by an extraordinary set that belongs to the Yad Vashem Artefacts collection. The 
pieces in the set belonged to Dr Ernest Furst, a Jewish doctor who was sent to Auschwitz and then to the Friedland Labour Camp 
where he treated the inmates. Many of the inmates at this camp were experienced carpenters who worked as loggers in the sawmill. 
They made the set for him as an expression of their gratitude for his medical care. Ernest Furst survived the war and the chess set 
remained in his possession until it was gifted to Yad Vashem.

The set is made of cherry wood, with the darker pieces being stained. In order to keep it as close as possible to the original (which 
was hand carved), Porat kept the tools he used to a minimum and made his measurements by eye. The result, as with all handcrafted 
chess sets, is that no two pieces are the same. 

The chess set created by Porat is featured below. To read more on the original pieces, 
visit https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/exhibitions/bearing-witness/furst.asp
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Lorraine Srage, 
Head of School 
KDHSL – an Icon 
of Dedication
Towards the end of 1981, King David High School Linksfield 
advertised the post for a versatile, physical education 
teacher. Lorraine Srage, a university student at the time, 
applied for the post. Elliot Wolf (then Headmaster) was 
immediately impressed with her Phys Ed and History majors 
and her bright and enthusiastic disposition and appointed 
her to commence her teaching career in January 1982. 

Lorraine impressed Elliot from the start and was quickly 
promoted from a junior history teacher to matric teacher 
and then Head of Department. From there her movement 
up the ranks was rapid and in 2008 she was appointed an 
Academic Head. In January 2015 Lorraine commenced her 
position as Head of School, a role she has held with success 
and distinction.

Lorraine’s dedication, commitment and passion for the 
students, education, Judaism, and Israel alike is imbued 
throughout her school, which is a centre of educational 
excellence where the students live the Jewish values that 
they are taught daily. Through Covid, she has steered the 
school through uncharted waters with calm and poise and 
her continued invested leadership has ensured that King 
David High School Linksfield remains forward thinking and 
dynamic. 

The King David Schools’ Foundation wish Lorraine a 
hearty Mazeltov on 40 years of dedicated service to King 
David High School Linksfield and the Jewish community of 
Johannesburg.
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AlumNews

DANIEL SCHAY (KDHSL 2006) PROF KAREN MILNER (KDHSL 1985), DAVID KUMING 
(KDHSVP 1983) AND MARC POZNIAK (KDHSL 1999) 

ANDY BOLNICK (KDHSL 1984) 

CORPORAL KELLY ODES (KDHSL 2015)

MARK SAMOWITZ (KDHSVP 1996) 

JARRED NOCHE (KDHSL 2008) 

PROFESSOR BRIAN JERSKY (KDHSL 1974) 

DA Electoral candidate Daniel Schay 
(KDHSL 2006) was elected as the 
DA representative for Ward 72 in 
the local municipality election in 
November 2021. 

Prof Karen Milner (KDHSL 1985), 
David Kuming (KDHSVP 1983) and 
Marc Pozniak (KDHSL 1999) were 
recently elected to the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD) 
in the positions Chairperson, 
National Treasurer and National Vice 
Chairperson (Gauteng) respectively 
at the SAJBD biennial national 
conference in October 2021. 

Andy Bolnick (KDHSL 1984) was 
awarded a fellowship at Harvard 
University at the Graduate School 
of Design for the academic year 
2021/2022. This fellowship is 
awarded to exceptional practitioners 
that engage with urgent social 
issues of racial justice, environmental 
and spatial equity, societal impacts 
of technology, inclusive cultural 
preservation, and housing and 
economic security. 

Corporal Kelly Odes (KDHSL 2015), 
Outstanding Chief of Staff and 
Spokeswoman in the Israel Defence 
Force (IDF) Spokesman’s Office, 
was named one of the Outstanding 
Operations Division Chiefs in 
recognition of her significant activity 
in speaking about and influencing 
international public opinion to 
strengthen the legitimacy of the IDF 
and the State of Israel.

Mark Samowitz (KDHSVP 1996) was 
the 2021 winner of MassChallenge 
Israel. MassChallenge is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to supporting 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
through collaboration and 
development. As a winner, Mark 
was able to showcase his company, 
Accounting Made Easy in New York 
and Boston. 

Jarred Noche (KDHSL 2008) was 
selected as Top 35 under 35 Finalist 
for the SAICA SA awards which 
acknowledges young CA(SA)’s for 
how they are making such a great 
difference in their communities and 
country. Jarred is the Co-Founder 
and CFO of Fundrr, a fintech that 
allows SMEs to apply for business 
funding online and get approval 
within 24 hours.

Professor Brian Jersky (KDHSL 
1974) was recently honoured by 
the President of California State 
University, Long Beach with the 
designation - Provost Emeritus - on 
the unanimous recommendation 
of the Academic Senate, for his 
contributions to students, staff and 
faculty members. This follows his 
resignation at the end of June 2021, 
after a long and distinguished career 
with the CSU. 

Alumni making headlines

If you know of any alumni making headlines around the 
world. We would love to feature them in future editions of the 

newsletter. Please contact glazerg@kdsf.org

mailto:glazerg@kdsf.org
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Chanukah Sameach
The 3000 learners in our King David Schools are precious sparks that illuminate our 11 schools, our 

King David family, and the Jewish Community. The King David Schools’ Foundation is incredibly 

grateful to our alumni and donors for their continued investment in our students and schools, 

and hope you share our pride in how bright our King David Schools shine. This Chanukah, we 

again celebrate and spread our unique light.

Chag Chanukah Sameach from the King David Schools’ Foundation



NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER15NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER14

High school reunions provide the opportunity for alumni from all over 

the world to reconnect and reminisce about their school days. Since 

the start of Covid, the KDSF has successfully hosted ZOOM reunions, 

enabling alumni from all corners of the world to connect and share 

memories. 

The following ReZOOMions have been scheduled for 2022. Final dates to 

be confirmed once we have established whether reunions can take place 

on campus or via ZOOM:

If you are interested in attending a reunion or assisting with your 

reunion, please contact Gila Glazer on glazerg@kdsf.org

Class of 1962 – KDL Sunday 20th February 2022

Class of 1972 – KDL Sunday 13th March 2022
                             – KDVP Sunday 10th April 2022

Class of 1982 – KDL Sunday 22nd May 2022
                            – KDVP Sunday 15th May 2022

Class of 1992 – KDL Sunday 12th June 2022
                            – KDVP Sunday 26th June 2022

Class of 2002 – KDL Sunday 14th August 2022
                            – KDVP Sunday 11th September 2022

    UPCOMING 
    ReZOOMions

mailto:glazerg@kdsf.org
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Bequests
By nominating the King Schools’ Foundation in your 
will, you can help us to fund for our Jewish future. Every 
bequest, whether large or small, will make a valued 
contribution to ensuring that King David Schools 
remain centres of excellence, while we continue to 
provide financial assistance to families who cannot 

afford full school fees.

If you are considering nominating the King David 
Schools’ Foundation as a beneficiary of your estate, 

please contact the Foundation on 27 11 480 4701

Alternatively please contact
 

Raelene Tradonsky tradonskyr@sabje.co.za 

mailto:tradonskyr@sabje.co.za


NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER17NOVEMBER 2021 | KDSF NEWSLETTER16

Mazeltovs!
We love hearing about your simchas and apologise if we have unintentionally left anyone 
out. If you would like us to include your simcha in the next newsletter, email Shana Sassen 
on sassens@kdsf.org

• Anthony and Lara Kirstein on the birth of a son

• Brent and Aimee (Sparks) Fuhr on the birth of a son 

• Daniel and Gabi (Pleaner) Epstein on the birth of a son

• Daniel and Janna (Koppel) Bernic on the birth of a daughter

• Darryl and Gabi (Geffen) Yutar on the birth of a daughter

• Gabi and Nadine (Ellis) Bricker on the birth of a daughter 

• Greg and Louise (Wright) Lazarus on the birth of a daughter

• Jason and Shelley (Brinkman) Rivkind on the birth of a daughter

• Jeffrey and Daniella (Haggiyannes) Afriat on the birth of a son

• Jonty and Jenn (Eisenberg) Braun on the birth of a son

• Kevin and Lori Egnos on the birth of a daughter

• Liran and Teryn (Josset) Argov on the birth of a son

• Marc and Tandee (Blumberg) Weinberg on the birth of a son 

• Marc and Timor Lifschitz on the birth of twin boys

• Mark and Jessica (Du Plessis) van Jaarsveld on the birth of a daughter

• Michael and Calli (Creswick) Kaftel on the birth of a daughter

• Robert and Shani (Ferrer) Leon on the birth of a daughter

• Tony and Cara (Polatinsky) Herbet on the birth of a son

• Trevor and Nicky (Korb) Epstein on the birth of a daughter

Births

Yutar Family

Epstein Children

Baby Kaftel

Baby Kirstein

Baby Fuhr

Argov FamilyGreg and Baby Lazarus

Van Jaarsveld Family

Gabi and Baby Bricker

mailto:sassens%40kdsf.org?subject=Mazeltov%21
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Ronit Sher and Craig Wade

Shai Friedland and Jessica 

Hurwitz

Ryan Osher and Courtney 

Altmuner

• Brendin Cohen and Stacey Wagenheim

• Chad Binder and Kayla Collet 

• Craig Wade and Ronit Efune Sher 

• Daniel Crouse and Hannah Smith

• Daniel Stoch and Lori Edelson

• Dean Immerman and Samantha Lazarus

• Elli De Gouveia and Tammi Lutz

Engagements

Saul Maserow and Gabriella Blumberg

• Gabriel Genn and Kelsey Hirschowitz

• Lance Krom and Michelle Cope

• Liron Leiboff and Tamsyn Lee Ross

• Ryan Osher and Courtney Altmuner

• Saul Maserow and Gabriella Blumberg 

• Shai Friedland and Jessica Hurwitz

• Yoni Moffson and Alexa Blechman 

Liron Leiboff and Tamsyn Lee 

Ross

Lance Krom and Michelle Cope
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Daniel Stoch and Lori Edelson

Gabriel Genn and Kelsey Hirschowitz Chad Binder and Kayla Collet

Yoni Moffson and Alexa BlechmanDean Immerman and Samantha Lazarus

Daniel Crouse and Hannah Smith
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• Adam and Lior (Ezerzer) Heynes

• Alex and Caylee (Strauss) Kattan 

• Clifford and Daniella (Flaum) Gruber 

• Daniel and Ronit (Levy) Avinir

• Dean and Andrea (Krok) Joffe

• Deon and Amy (Zhou) Glajchen

• Devon and Tamara (Solomon) Becker

• Doron and Chavah (Barit) Aberman 

• Elchanan and Tali (Nathan) Nudelman 

• Gabi and Ashlee (Firer) Fisher 

• Gavin and Melissa (Koffler) Sharp 

Marriages

Rafi and Chelsey (Goldberg) Nikfard Gabi and Ashlee (Firer) Fisher

Matt and Natasha (Miller) Lurie Kevin and Stefnie Greenberg Kevin and Danya (Lipshitz) Flowers

Paul and Andy (Sacharowitz) Fingleson

• Gil and Ronit (Berger) Reouveni

• Jacob and Karen (Moshe) Blou

• Jayden and Chanti (Marckx) Wright 

• Jordan and Romi (Adler) Kuming

• Justin and Tanna (Behrmann) Berman

• Kevin and Danya (Lipshitz) Flowers

• Kevin and Stefnie Greenberg

• Matt and Natasha (Miller) Lurie

• Paul and Andy (Sacharowitz) Fingleson

• Rafi and Chelsey (Goldberg) Nikfard 

• Ricky and Carine (Pick) Delacour 
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Please email Shana Sassen on sassens@kdsf.org with all your simcha details and photos  

Dean and Andrea (Krok) Joffe

Justin and Tanna (Behrmann) Berman

Jacob and Karen (Moshe) Blou Elchanan and to Tali (Nathan) Nudelman.

jfif

Gavin and Melissa (Koffler) Sharp Devon and Tamara (Solomon) Becker

Alex and Caylee (Strauss) Kattan

Jordan and Romi (Adler) Kuming

Gil and Ronit (Berger) Reouveni

Adam and Lior (Ezerzer) Heynes

Jayden and Chanti (Marckx) Wright

mailto:sassens%40kdsf.org?subject=



